STATE  LIBRARY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
docs, pa  PY  G192.2  P415w 

Pennsylvania's  wildlife  conser 


II 

lllill 

III 

III 

III 

II  II 

II 

3 OC 

0 

011 

. ^ a 
61 

67 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/pennsylvaniaswilOOpenn 


s 


'LVA^^A  C'^’AT 

"risral  Librar/  BureaiUi 

Soyornment  Publications 


T 

! 


I 


< s: 


Pennsylvania's  Wildlife 
^ Conservation  History 

Third  Editiort 

An  outline  (arranged  chronologically  and  alpha- 
betically) of  important  events  in  the  hunt- 
ing, preservation  and  propagation  of 
the  Keystone  State's  famous 
wildlife  resource 


tj  C-jlsj,-. 


Pm, 


Published  By 


iE  PENNSYLVANIA  GAME  COMMISSION  i®;: 
^ ^ HARRISBURG  *1970  , r m 


P6. 

Lf  /S  V‘\/ 

a . ^ 


I 


i 

I 

.1  • 


I 

1 


I 


HIGHLIGHTS  (in  chronological  order)  OF  . . . 

PENNSYLVANIA’S  WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION  HISTORY 

1643 — Swedes  established  the  first  permanent 
settlement  within  the  present  limits  of 
Pennsylvania  and  in  1643  fixed  their 
capital  at  Tinicum,  Bucks  County. 

1681 —  March  4 — Charter  granted  by  King 
Charles  II  of  England  to  William  Penn 
to  found  a colony  in  new  world,  which 
later  became  knowm  as  Penns  Woods  or 
Pennsylvania. 

1682 —  October  29  — Penn  landed  in  Pennsyl- 
vania at  Chester. 

1682 —  December  7 — The  Great  Law  was  en- 
acted. This  code  of  laws  became  the 
fundamental  basis  of  the  government. 

1683 —  Hunting  permitted  on  all  lands  under 
William  Penn’s  Charter. 

1683 — First  bounty  offered  on  wolves  — 10  and 
15  shillings. 

1701 — October  28  — Charter  of  Privileges  was 
adopted  — the  basic  law  of  the  province 

I until  1776. 


|1721 — August  26  — Pennsylvania’s  first  Game 
Law  enacted  by  Sir  M’illiam  Keith  — 
governor  of  the  province.  It  protected 
deer  only  — January  1 to  July  1 — fine: 
j 20  shillings. 

T730 — Pennsylvania  rifle  developed  by  John 
Doll  in  York  — Strutzel,  Lefevre  and 
others  in  Lancaster,  York  and  Lebanon 
I Counties.  The  guns  today  are  erroneously 

! called  “Kentucky  Rifles. 
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1749 — Squirrels  (red  and  gray)  were  classed  as 
predators,  and  bounty  placed  on  them  at 
rate  of  three  pence  a head. 

1776 — July  4 — The  province  declared  its  inde- 
pendence of  England. 

1776 — September  28  — Adoption  of  the  first 
Pennsylvania  Constitution. 

1776-1790 — Pennsylvania  was  governed  by  a 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 

1790 — Revision  of  the  State  Constitution  and 
its  further  development. 

1776-1799 — Thomas  Mifflin  was  elected  the 
first  governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

1790-1800 — Philadelphia  was  the  capital  of  the 
United  States. 

1850-1885 — Venison  and  other  game  was 
placed  on  free  lunch  counters  of  better 
saloons  in  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia. 

1867 — Last  native  elk  killed  in  Pennsylvania 
about  this  time. 

1869 —  Blinds  first  prohibited  for  taking  upland 
game,  and  baiting,  trapping  or  snaring  of 
game  birds  was  forbidden. 

1870 —  Mastodon  remains  found  in  Port  Ken- 
nedy Cave  near  Valley  Forge  and  in 
Huntingdon  County  near  Saltillo. 

1873 — First  comprehensive  Wildlife  Act  pased. 

1873 — Dogs  first  barred  from  mnning  deer  and 
elk. 

1873 — Unlawful  to  use  ferrets  in  hunting  game. 

1875 — Act  passed  prohibiting  killing  or  disturb- 
ing passenger  pigeons  on  roosts  or  nest- 
ing grounds  — nonresident  required  to 
pay  $50  for  license  to  trap  or  net  these 
birds. 

1878 — Sunday  game  hunting  first  prohibited. 

1878 — Unlawful  to  kill  wild  ducks  and  geese 
with  a swivel  or  punt  gun. 

1883 — Removal  of  protection  from  English 
sparrow. 

1885 — “Scalp  Act”  passed,  which  enlarged 
bounty  list  by  adding  weasels,  hawks, 
and  all  but  three  species  of  owls. 

1887 — “Scalp  Act”  repealed  because  of  frauds 
and  useless  slaughter  of  hawks  and  owls 
— 180,000  killed  in  two-year  period. 

1889 —  Enactment  of  the  original  law  protecting 
song  and  insectivorous  birds. 

1890 —  Pennsylvania  State  Sportsmen’s  Associa- 
tion formed  at  Corry. 

1894 —  “Bird  Day”  first  observed  in  public 
schools  at  Oil  City. 

1895 —  Act  creating  the  Board  of  Game  Com- 
missioners (Act  No.  173  — P.  L.  273). 

1890 — First  Game  Commissioners  appointed 
(6)  — to  begin  service  November  17. 
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1896 —  November  17,  to  July  7,  1898  — Dr. 
B.  H.  Warren  of  West  Chester  (formerly 
Levvisburg)  served  as  first  Secretary  of 
Game  Commission. 

1897 —  First  extradition  from  another  state 
(New  Jersey)  made  for  a Game  Law 
violation. 

1897 — Night  hunting  of  ruffed  grouse  first 
banned. 

1897 — First  appropriation  authorized  by  Legis- 
lature for  game  administration  (for 
postage  only)  — $800  for  two  years. 

1897 — Salt  Hcks  for  killing  deer  and  hunting 
them  with  deer  hounds  first  forbidden. 

1897 — Sale  of  game  birds  killed  in  Pennsylvania 
made  illegal. 

1897 —  Spring  shooting  of  wild  ducks  pro- 
hibited. 

1898 —  July  8,  to  his  death  on  August  10,  1919, 
Dr.  Joseph  Kalbfus  of  Harrisburg  served 
as  the  second  Secretary  of  Game 
Commission. 

1901 — Nonresident  hunter’s  license  first  estab- 
lished— fee  $10. 

1903 — Passage  of  the  law  protecting  beavers. 

1905 — The  first  Game  Refuge  Law. 

1905 — Pennsylvania  was  the  first  state  to  pro- 
tect black  bears. 

1905 —  Buckshot  banned  for  deer  hunting. 

1906 —  In  this  year  14  game  protectors  were 
shot  at  — 7 were  hit;  3 were  killed;  3 
seriously  wounded;  1 sHghtly  injured;  1 
citizen  killed  while  helping  Game  Com- 
mission. 

1906 —  Deer  first  stocked  (50  from  Michigan). 

1907 —  The  first  Pennsylvania  buck  law  was 
passed;  under  it  does  were  given  absolute 
protection. 

1907 — Passage  of  the  law  prohibiting  tbe  use 
of  automatic  guns  in  hunting  game. 
(Pennsylvania  was  the  first  state  to  bar 
these  guns.) 

1907 — Night  hunting  prohibited  for  all  pro- 
tected game  birds. 
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1909 — Passage  of  tlie  law  prohibiting  aliens 
from  owning  guns  in  Pennsylvania  — 
repealed  1967. 

1909 — Bucks  declared  legal  with  “horns  visible 
above  the  hair.” 

1909 — First  field  settlements  authorized  for 
Game  Law  violations  ( innovation  for 
entire  country). 

1909 — Use  of  wild  turkey  call  forbidden  — 
repealed  1937. 

1911 — The  use  of  steel  traps  in  taking  bears 
was  prohibited. 

1913 — April  17  — Resident  hunter’s  license  law 
enacted  — fee  $1.00. 

1913-1928 — Hunters’  licenses  sold  by  county 
treasurers  only. 

1913 — Bucks  declared  legal  with  antlers  two 
inches  above  the  hair. 

1913 — The  first  revised  effective  bounty  law 
was  passed. 

1913-1923 — Hunting  license  tags  made  of 
F abrikoid. 

1915 — Ringneck  pheasants  first  stocked  in  ap- 
preciable numbers  in  Pennsylvania. 

1915 — Wild  turkeys  first  trapped  and  trans- 
ferred in  Pennsylvania. 

1915 — The  system  of  paying  bounties  was 
changed  to  handle  all  claims  through  the 
Game  Gommission  at  Harrisburg. 

1915 — Pa.ssage  of  the  law  prohibiting  aliens 
from  owning  dogs  in  Pennsylvania  — 
repealed  1957. 

1915 — The  use  of  pitfalls  and  pens  in  taking 
bears  was  prohibited. 

1915 —  June  — The  first  two  years’  accumula- 
tion of  money  in  Hunter  License  Fund 
made  available  to  Game  Gommission  — 
$282,981.56. 

1916 —  Wild  turkeys  purchased  and  stocked. 

1917 —  The  Auxiliary  Game  Refuge  Law  was 
passed. 

1917 — Unlawful  to  shoot  game  of  any  kind 
from  an  automobile  (see  later  excep- 
tions). 
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1917 — The  first  camp  limit  for  deer  was  estab- 
lished — removed  1950. 

1917 — July  11  — Act  was  passed  amending 
original  law  establishing  a Game  Fund 
by  making  all  money  available  to  Game 
Commission  as  soon  as  paid  into  State 
Treasury,  instead  of  by  specific  appropri- 
ation every  two  years.  This  amendment 
also  included  all  balances  in  the  Game 
Fund  at  that  time. 

1917 — Night  hunting  of  all  game  animals,  e.x- 
cepting  raccoons,  forbidden. 

1917 — Beavers  first  stocked  in  Pennsylvania,  a 
pair  from  Wisconsin.  (First  open  season 
— 1934.) 

1919 — August  10  — Dr.  Joseph  Kalbfus,  e.xecu- 
tive  secretary,  and  “Woody”  Kelly,  field 
superintendent  of  game  refuges,  were 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident  at  a 
railroad  crossing  in  Warren  County 
when  their  car  was  struck  by  a train. 

1919 —  The  Legislature  passed  a law  authorizing 
the  Game  Commission  to  purchase  lands 
to  be  known  as  State  Game  Lands,  and 
to  be  used  for  game  refuges  and  public 
hunting  grounds. 

1920 —  First  State  Game  Lands  purchased  (No. 
25  containing  6,288  acres,  in  Elk  County, 
for  $2.75  per  acre). 

1920 —  First  field  conference  for  all  officers  ex- 
cepting refuge  keepers  was  held  at 
Harrisburg  in  August. 

1921 —  Penalty  provided  for  shooting  a person 
in  mistake  for  wild  game. 

1921 — Bucks  declared  legal  with  antlers  four 
inches  above  the  top  of  the  skull. 

1923 — All  game  laws  were  codified,  and  since 
then  they  have  been  known  as  “The 
Game  Law(s)  of  Pennsylvania.”  Ap- 
proved May  24,  1923,  P.  L.  359. 

1923 — Resident  hunter’s  license  fee  increased 
to  $1.25. 

1923 — Landowners  given  right  to  kill  deer  for 
damage  to  crops. 

1923 — December  4 — Largest  bear  on  record 
killed  near  Milford,  Pike  County  — 
weight  633  lbs.  (hog-dressed  538  lbs.), 
total  length  9 feet. 

1923 — Herons  put  on  list  of  protected  birds. 
Previously,  they  had  been  protected  by 
federal  law  only. 

1923 — Second  school  of  instruction  and  field 
conference  for  all  field  officers  of  the 
Commission  was  held  at  Crystal  Springs 
Club  in  Clearfield  County  in  August. 

1923 — The  first  special  doe  license  law  was 
passed  — fee  $5.00. 
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1923 — Game  Commission  given  authority  to 
establish  antlerless  deer  season. 

1923 — First  antlerless  deer  season  (see  alpha- 
betical section  under  Deer,  Special  Ant- 
lerless Seasons). 

1923 — Act  of  Legislature  made  it  illegal  to  kill 
bucks  unless  they  had  two  or  more 
points  to  one  antler,  but  act  provided 
that  a deer  with  an  antler  six  or  more 
inches  long  (measuring  from  top  of 
skull)  without  points  would  be  con- 
sidered legal. 

1923 — The  first  deer-proof  fence  law  was  en- 
acted. 

1923 — The  first  open  season  on  elk. 

1923 — Fur  dealer’s  License  created. 

1923 — Raven  put  on  protected  list. 

1923 — Hen  pheasants  were  protected. 

1923 — Nonresident  hunter’s  license  fee  in- 
creased from  $10  to  $15. 

1923 —  Game  Commission  first  given  authority 
to  revoke  hunter’s  license. 

1924 —  Third  special  conference  and  school  of 
instruction  for  all  field  employes  of  the 
Commission  was  held  at  Conneaut  Lake, 
August  4-5-6. 

1924 — First  written  examinations  given  to  select 
men  for  position  of  game  protector. 

1924 —  Hunting  License  tags  made  of  aluminum. 

1925- 1941 — Hunting  Hcense  tags  made  of  tin 

plate. 

1925 — The  fourth  conference  and  school  of  in- 
struction for  all  field  employes  of  the 
Commission  was  held  at  the  Park  Hotel, 
Williamsport,  July  13-14-15. 

1925 — First  law  permitting  farmers  to  retain 
deer  for  food  when  killed  because  of 
damage  to  crops. 

1925 — Game  Commission  first  given  discretion- 
ary power  to  fix  seasons  and  bag  limits. 

1925 — Cost  of  antlerless  deer  permit  reduced 
from  $5  to  $2. 

1925 — Bear  cubs  were  first  protected. 

1925 — Deer  law  amended  to  declare  a buck 
illegal  unless  it  had  two  or  more  points 
to  one  antler. 

1927 — The  fifth  conference  and  school  of 
instruction  was  held  at  the  Capitol  in 
Harrisburg,  October  5-6-7. 

1927 — Deer,  antlerless,  killed  by  special  agents 
of  Game  Commission  in  two  eounties 
because  of  overabundance  — Cumber- 
land 139,  Lycoming  46  — ■ total  185. 

1927 — Resident  hunter’s  license  fee  increased 
to  $2,  with  75  cents  from  fee  earmarked 
for  land  purchase  and  management  pro- 
gram. 
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1927 —  Number  of  members  of  Board  of  Game 
Commissioners  increased  from  six  to 
eight. 

1928—  Propagation  of  game  first  undertaken  by 
Game  Commission  by  having  refuge 
keepers  raise  ringneck  pheasants  from 
eggs  supplied  them. 

1928 —  First  statewide  season  on  antlerless  deer, 
except  16  counties  closed  (minimum 
weight  50  lbs.  dressed). 

1929 —  July  — First  monthly  Service  Bulletin  of 
Game  Commission  published  in  mimeo- 
graphed form. 

1929 — August  24  — Jordan  State  Game  Farm, 
near  Harlansburg,  Lawrence  County, 
dedicated  for  propagation  of  ringneck 
pheasants.  Abandoned  in  1946  — oper- 
ations transferred  to  Western  Game 
Farm  near  Cambridge  Springs,  Craw- 
ford County. 


1929 — September  21  — Eastern  Game  Farm, 
originally  called  Fisher  Game  Farm, 
near  Schwenksville,  Montgomery  County, 
dedicated  for  propagation  of  quail  and 
ringneck  pheasants  (propagation  later 
confined  to  pheasants  only). 

1929 — Field  officers  of  Commission  first  uni- 
formed. 

1929 — Game  lawfully  killed  was  made  subject 
of  larceny. 

1929 — Bow  and  arrow  legalized  for  hunting 
game. 

1929 — Responsibility  for  the  issuance  of  hunt- 
ing licenses  placed  in  the  Department  of 
Revenue. 

1929-present — Himting  licenses  sold  by  county 
treasurers  and  issuing  agents. 
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1929 — Department  of  Revenue  given  power  to 
revoke  hunter’s  license  upon  recommen- 
dation of  Game  Commission. 

1929—  Fixed  charges,  in  lieu  of  taxes,  estab- 
lished on  State  Game  Lands  — 5 cents 
per  acre. 

1930 —  April  — First  Game  News  published  in 
mimeographed  form. 

1930 — The  sixth  field  conference  and  school  of 
instruction  for  all  field  officers  in  uniform 
was  held  at  Mt.  Gretna  in  the  early  fall. 

1930 —  Juniata  Wild  Turkey  Farm  operations 
started  near  Honey  Grove.  Abandoned 
in  1945 — operations  transferred  to  State 
Wild  Turkey  Farm,  Barbours,  Lycoming 
County. 

1931 —  Elk  given  protection  (no  open  season 
thereafter) . 

1931 — Present  hunting  license  year  established 
— September  1 to  August  31. 

1931 — Ruffed  grouse  made  the  “State  Game 
Bird.” 

1931 — Quail  propagation  first  started  at  Eastern 
Game  Farm. 

1931 — Maximum  purchase  price  per  acre  that 
may  be  paid  for  State  Game  Lands 
established  at  $10. 

1931 —  First  open  season  on  both  buck  and 
doe  deer,  with  only  spike  bucks  pro- 
tected. Kill — ^24,796  bucks,  70,255  ant- 
lerless deer  — total  95,051. 

1932 —  The  first  in-service  training  classes  were 
held  at  the  Training  School  between  July 
31  and  September  11  — six  one-week 
classes,  with  a total  of  139  field  officers 
attending. 

1932 —  April  — First  Game  News  printed  — 
circulation  5,000. 

1933- 34— CWA,  CCC  and  WPA  spent  $4  mil- 

lion on  expansion  of  State  Game  Lands. 

1933 — The  raccoon  was  declared  a game  animal. 

1933 —  Inauguration  of  program  giving  day-old 
pheasant  chicks  to  sportsmen’s  clubs. 

1934 —  August  1 — Loyalsock  Game  Farm  near 
Montoursville,  Lycoming  County,  dedi- 
cated for  propagation  of  ringneck 
pheasants. 

1934 — The  first  open  trapping  season  on 
beavers. 

1934 —  Ringneck  pheasants  first  stocked  in  large 
numbers. 

1935 —  Use  of  dogs  prohibited  in  hunting  and 
chasing  bears. 

1935 — First  migratory  waterfowl  refuge  in 
state  established  at  the  Pymatuning 
Dam. 
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1936 — Permanent  conservation  training  school 
established. 

1936 — Cooperative  Farm-Game  Program  started 
by  regulation  of  the  Commission,  based 
on  Auxiliary  Refuge  Law. 

1936 — The  first  roadside  Menagerie  Law  was 
enacted.  (Permits  were  the  first  issued  in 
the  United  States.) 

1936 — First  student  class  enrolled  in  Training 
School — the  first  group  of  its  kind  in  the 
world  — July  2 to  February  28,  1937, 
with  27  men  graduating. 

1936  - — Sales  of  timber  from  State  Game 
Lands  first  authorized. 

1936 —  Protection  removed  for  first  time  from 
squirrels  which  had  become  a nuisance 
in  urban  areas.  Squirrel  protection  in 
additional  urban  areas  also  removed  in 
1937,  1941,  1964,  1965  and  1966. 

1937 —  Second  student  class  enrolled  in  Training 
School  — June  20  to  February  28,  1938 
— with  25  Pennsylvania  men  and  2 men 
from  Conservation  Department  of  North 
Carolina  completing  the  course. 

1937 — Maximum  purchase  price  per  acre  that 
may  be  paid  for  State  Game  Lands  in- 
creased from  $10  to  $30. 

1937 — First  dog  training  preserves  established 
in  state  in  Elk  and  Montgomery  Coun- 
ties. 

1937 — Archery  preserves  first  established  — one 
in  Forest  County  and  one  in  Sullivan 
County.  Abandoned  July  1,  1954. 

1937 — The  Game  Law  recodified  — Act  of 
June  3,  1937,  P.  L.  1225  (the  ba.sic 
game  law  under  which  Pennsylvania  is 
still  governed). 
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1937 — Coinpliinentary  non-resident  hunters’  li- 
censes first  authorized  (not  to  exceed 
25  in  number  — increased  to  maximum 
of  100  in  1953). 

1937 — Game  propagation  areas  authorized  by 
law. 

1937 — Unlawful  to  use  firearms  or  bow  and 
arrow  while  intoxicated,  or  under  the 
influence  of  drugs. 

1937 — Po.s,se.ssion  of  loaded  guns  in  automobiles 
or  other  vehicles  forbidden. 

1937 — Game  Gommission  (instead  of  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue)  again  given  the  au- 
thorization to  revoke  hunting  licenses. 

1937^ — Groundhogs  — or  woodchucks  • — first 
classed  as  game  and  given  protection. 

1937 — Accident  reports  to  Game  Gommission 
required  within  72  horns  from  person 
causing  injury  to  himself  or  another 
while  hunting  or  trapping. 

1937 — Game  Gommission  given  broader  powers 
in  the  establishment  of  seasons  and  bag 
limits. 


1937 — Minimum  age  to  (jualify  for  hunting 
license  reduced  from  14  years  to  12 
years  old. 

1937 — Game  Gommission  given  authority  to 
provide  for  bounty  payments. 

1937 — Title  of  administrative  officer  of  Game 
Gommission  changed  from  executive 
secretary  to  executive  director. 

1937 — Board  of  Game  Commissioners  changed 
to  Pennsylvania  Game  Commission. 

1937 — Terms  of  Game  Commissioners  increased 
from  six  to  eight  years. 

1937 — Unlawful  to  use  more  than  three  shells 
at  a time  in  a magazine  shotgun  or  pump 
gun. 

1937 — Law  enacted  providing  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  regulated  shooting  grounds. 

1937 — Unlawful  to  shoot  or  discharge  a fire- 
arm witliin  safety  zone  of  150  yards 
of  occupied  buildings,  without  permis- 
sion of  the  owner. 
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1937 — Bounty  removed  on  wildcats. 

1937— 38 — First  statewide  winter  game  trapping 

and  transfer  program  inaugurated. 

1938—  First  statewide  season  for  antlerless  deer 
only — 171,662  harvested. 

1939 —  Game  Commission  reorganization  — ef- 
fective January  1. 

1939 — Appointment  of  Game  Commissioners 
from  8 specified  geographical  districts. 

1939 — Guns  discharging  a 22  or  25  caliber 
rimfire  cartridge  prohibited  in  killing 
hig  game. 

1939 — Special  wildlife  refuge  projects  author- 
ized. 

1939 —  Cost  of  antlerless  deer  permits  reduced 
from  $2  to  $1. 

1940 —  All-time  record  deer  harvest  — 186,575. 
Only  spike  bucks  protected. 

1940 — All-time  record  reported  antlerless  deer 
harvest  for  single  county  - — • 14,892  in 
Elk  County. 

1940 —  -All-time  record  reported  deer  harvest  for 
single  county  — 18,056  in  Elk  County. 

1941 —  Provision"  made  for  permit  to  retain  flesh 
of  big  game  for  si.x-month  period  at  a 
cost  of  $1  (later  modified  — see  1947). 

1941 — Third  student  class  enrolled  in  Training 
School  — June  7 - February  28,  1942  — 
with  24  men  graduating. 

1941 —  Special  dog  training  areas  authorized. 

1942 —  Hunters  urged  to  donate  deer  skins,  and 
their  sale  was  sanctioned,  to  make  vests 
for  members  of  armed  forces. 

1942 — Commission  given  authority  to  change 
daily  hunting  hours,  hours  for  training 
dogs,  and  the  hours  for  carrying  rifles 
and  ammunition  at  night,  to  make  ad- 
justment for  time  changes  established  by 
federal  law  or  regulations,  which  were 
created  as  a wartime  emergency. 

1942- 1960 — Hunting  license  tags  made  of  vul- 

canized fibre. 

1943 —  Sale  of  deer  hides  within  ninety  days 
after  close  of  season  authorized. 

1943 — Trespass  law  amended  to  give  lessee  or 
occupant  of  land,  in  addition  to  owner, 
the  right  to  post  against  trespass.  (This 
is  not  part  of  Game  Law,  but  rather  an 
amendment  to  the  Penal  Code  of  1939. ) 

1945 — New  State  Wild  Turkey  Farm  at  Bar- 
bours, Lycoming  County,  acquired  and 
started  operations. 

1945 — Free  hunting  licenses  authorized  for 
Pennsylvania  residents  in  active  service 
of  the  U.  S.  armed  forces  or  allies. 
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1945 — Requirements  for  compulsory  annual 
game  kill  report  eliminated,  excepting 
for  big  game. 

1945 — Commission  authorized  to  post  beaver 
colonies  against  trapping  in  dams  or 
within  200  feet  thereof. 

1945 — Payment  of  bounties  to  public  employes, 
including  salaried  game  protectors,  fish 
wardens,  etc.,  authorized. 

1945 — Law  on  tagging  big  game  amended  to 
require  immediate  tagging  of  deer  and 
bear,  instead  of  within  four  hours. 

194.5 — Cooperative  Farm-Game  Program  ex- 
tended to  entire  state  by  amendment  to 
the  Game  Law,  instead  of  by  regulations 
of  the  Commission  only.  This  program 
made  more  attractive  to  landowners  by 
allowing  them  to  reserve  trapping  rights. 

1945 —  Annual  bear  damage  fund  for  damage 
to  livestock,  poultry  and  bees  increased 
from  $3,000  to  $5,000. 

1946 —  Western  Game  Farm  near  Cambridge 
Springs,  Crawford  County,  started  oper- 
ations for  propagation  of  ringneck 
pheasants. 

1946 — Game  Commission  reorganization  — ef- 
fective December  1. 

1946 —  Fourth  student  class  enrolled  in  Training 
School  — June  1 - May  31,  1947  — with 
28  men  graduating  (training  period  in- 
creased from  9 months  to  one  year). 

1947 —  Fee  for  non-resident  fur  dealer’s  license 
increased  from  $50  to  $100. 

1947 — Regulated  .shooting  grounds  — alternate 
boundary  marking  method  provided; 
shooting  seasons  on  these  areas  also 
changed. 
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1947 — Illegal  to  disturb  or  interfere  with  Com- 
mission traps  set  for  wild  animals  or 
birds  by  employes  or  agents  of  the 
Commission. 

1947 — Authority  granted  to  Commission  and  its 
local  field  officers  to  issue  permits  to 
possess  the  flesh  of  ALL  legally  killed 
game  six  months  beyond  the  60-day  nor- 
mal possession  period  (migratory  game 
birds  excepted). 

1947 — Law  covering  possession  of  unloaded 
firearms  in  vehicles  at  night  amended  to 
include  all  rifles  and  shotguns,  required 
to  be  in  a case,  or  taken  apart  and 
securely  wrapped. 

1947 — Safety  zone  provisions  broadened  to  pre- 
vent shooting  at,  hunting  for,  chasing 
or  disturbing  any  wild  birds  or  animals 
within  safety  zones,  without  having  ad- 
vance permission  of  the  owner  or  occu- 
pant (see  1937  law). 

1947 — All  persons  involved  in  hunting  accidents 
required  to  submit  accident  reports  in 
duplicate  to  Game  Commission  within 
seventy-two  hours  (see  1937  law). 

1947 —  Bounty  law  amended:  penalty  for 

fraudulent  claims  reduced  from  $100  to 
$25,  but  apphed  to  each  skin  or  bird 
fraudulently  submitted.  Bounty  payments 
restricted  to  residents  of  Pennsylvania. 

1948 —  January  4 — Game  Commission  Training 
School  renamed  the  Ross  Leffler  School 
of  Conservation. 

1948 — Fifth  student  class  enrolled  in  School  of 
Conservation  — June  1 - May  31,  1949 
— with  25  Pennsylvania  men  and  one 
man  from  the  Game  Commission  of  the 
state  of  Washington  completing  the 
course. 

1948 —  The  seventh  field  conference  and  school 
of  instruction  for  all  field  officers  and  the 
Harrisburg  office  staff  and  other  em- 
ployes was  held  on  the  military  reserva- 
tion at  Indian  town  Gap  (now  called 
Edward  Martin  Military  Reservation) 
from  August  29  until  September  1. 
There  were  237  employes  present. 

1949 —  Non-resident  hunter’s  license  fee  (for 
hunting  only)  increased  from  $15  to 
$20. 

1949 — Non-resident  trapper’s  license  estab- 
lished, fee  $25. 

1949 — The  75  cents  formerly  set  aside  from 
each  resident  hunter’s  license  fee  for  the 
purchase  of  Game  Lands  was  eliminated 
and  substituted  therefor  was  the  sum 
of  not  less  than  $1.25  from  each  resident 
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hunter’s  license  to  be  used  for  the  devel- 
opment of  food  and  cover  for  wildlife, 
the  purchase,  trapping  and  distribution 
of  game,  and  the  protectioii  of  farm- 
game  cooperative  property. 

1949 — Procedure  for  abrogation  of  antlerless 
deer  seasons  liberalized. 

1949 — Penalty  for  unlawful  killing  of  a bear 
increased  from  $100  to  $200. 


1949 — Period  for  dogs  workiiig  on  wild  game 
in  field  trials,  under  permit,  extended  15 
days  to  include  full  month  of  April. 

1949 — Certain  disabled  resident  veterans,  whose 
disability  was  service-incurred,  to  be 
granted  free  hunting  licenses. 

1949 — Regulated  shooting  grounds  — bobwhite 
quail,  of  a species  approved  by  the 
Commission,  added  to  list  of  game  birds 
that  may  be  harvested. 

1949 — Number  of  permits  for  special  dog  train- 
ing areas  for  any  one  county  increased 
from  4 to  6. 

1949 — Annual  fixed  charges,  in  Lieu  of  taxes, 
on  State  Game  Lands  increased  from 
5 cents  to  7/2  cents  per  acre  (this  pro- 
vision is  not  a part  of  the  Game  Law). 

1949 — Menagerie  permit  no  longer  necessary 
for  any  menagerie  exhibition  at  a 
county  fair,  or  with  Game  Commission 
approval,  for  any  such  e.xhibition  else- 
where when  sponsored  by  sportsmen’s 
organization. 

1949 — Resident  hunter’s  license  fee  increased 
from  $2  to  $3.15. 

1949 — Game  Commission  reorganization  — ef- 
fective June  1. 
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1949 — The  U.  S.  War  Department  deeded 
14,000  acres  of  the  former  Tobyhanna 
Military  Reservation,  Monroe  County, 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commission 
for  wildlife  management  purposes. 

1949 — Joint  agreement  made  between  the 
Game  Commission  and  the  U.  S.  Forest 
Service  for  the  development  of  food  and 
cover  for  wildlife  on  the  Allegheny  Na- 
tional Forest.  Previous  memorandum  of 
understanding  was  signed  in  1938  but 
actual  cooperative  action  was  not  taken 
until  1949. 

1949 — Settlement  of  certain  violations  by  field 
acknowledgment  of  guilt  clarified  by 
eliminating  offenses  designated  as  mis- 
demeanors or  fel  nies. 

1949 — Game  Commission  required  to  pay 
counties  $1  per  day  for  the  maintenance 
of  Game  Law  violators  imprisoned  in 
county  jails. 

1949 —  Game  Commission  required  to  pay  all 
costs  when  no  bird  or  animal  or  other 
incriminating  evidence  is  found  on  a 
search  warrant. 

1950 —  Field  administrative  divisions  reduced 
from  7 to  6 on  June  1 — new  realign- 
ment of  field  divisions  and  districts. 

1950 —  Sixth  student  class  enrolled  in  School 
of  Conservation  — May  1-April  20,  1951 
— with  20  men  completing  the  course. 

1951 —  Provision  requiring  the  tagging  of  parts 
of  big  game  carcasses  for  possession  or 
transportation  eliminated. 

1951 — Uncased  and  unwrapped  guns  and  loose 
ammunition  permitted  in  vehicles  at 
any  time,  provided  the  guns  are  un- 
loaded. 

1951 — Semi-automatic  (autoloading)  shotguns 
legalized  for  hunting  and  kilfing  of  small 
game,  predators  and  unprotected  birds. 

1951 — Period  for  retriever  trials  lengthened  to 
extend  from  October  1 to  March  31  (in- 
stead of  from  October  15  to  December 
31). 
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1951 — Possession  of  lawfully  killed  game,  ex- 
cepting migratory  game,  permitted  up  to 
and  including  July  1 of  following  year, 
without  a permit. 

1951 — Permit  eliminated  to  retain  in  possession 
live  raccoons  taken  legally. 

1951 — Season  extended  on  certain  classes  of 
regulated  shooting  grounds  to  end  last 
day  of  February,  instead  of  December 
31. 

1951 — Special  open  season  authorized  for  hunt- 
ing deer  with  bows  and  arrows  exclu- 
sively, under  a special  $2  archery  license. 

1951^ — Hunting,  trapping  or  dressing  out  of 
game  prohibited  within  cemeteries  and 
burial  grounds.  Game  protectors  may 
remove  game  or  vermin  with  proper 
permission. 

1951 — Dog  training  season  lengthened,  begin- 
ning in  1952,  to  extend  from  August  1 
to  March  31  (instead  of  August  20  to 
March  31). 

1951 — Abrogation  procedure  for  antlerless 
deer  seasons  eliminated. 

1951 — Special  antlerless  deer  season  authoriza- 
tion given  Commission,  under  a county 
quota  system  (with  no  abrogation  per- 
mitted), with  antlerless  deer  hunting 
licenses  costing  $1.10  each  for  county 
desired;  60  percent  of  licenses  issued  by 
county  treasurers  and  40  percent  by  the 
Department  of  Revenue,  Harrisburg. 

1951 — Game  Commission  started  rearing  wild 
ducks  from  purchased  ducklings  on  a 
farm  on  State  Game  Lands  No.  213, 
Crawford  County  (named  State  Wild 
Waterfowl  Farm  in  1956),  and  started 
banding  birds. 

1951 — Game  Commission  authorized  to  issue 
free  special  permits  to  disabled  veterans 
having  hunting  licenses  and  suffering 
from  paraplegia  or  hemiplegia,  or  who 
have  suffered  amputation  of  both  feet  or 
one  hand  and  one  foot,  to  hunt  from 
an  automobile  or  other  vehicle. 

1951 —  Bounty  removed  from  goshawk  June  1. 

1952-  — Special  antlerless  deer  season  law 

amended  before  1951  Legislature  ad- 
journed, by  increasing  the  license  fee 
from  $1.10  to  $1.15  and  by  providing 
that  such  antlerless  deer  hunting  licenses 
shall  be  issued  solely  by  the  county 
treasurers  in  counties  where  antlerless 
deer  may  be  hunted. 

1952 — Seventh  student  class  of  17  men  enrolled 
in  School  of  Conservation  — May  25  - 
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March  28,  1953  — with  12  men  com- 
pleting the  course. 

1952 —  Commission  shall,  upon  notice  from  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  that  any 
county  is  infested  wdth  rabies,  remove 
all  protection  from  raccoons  or  declare 
an  open  season  on  them,  or  direct  the 
killing  and  disposition  of  same  in  such 
manner  as  the  case  may  require. 

1953 —  Regulated  shooting  grounds  operators 
empowered  to  issue  three-day  hunting 
licenses  to  non-residents  ov'er  16  years 
of  age,  to  hunt  on  lawfully  operated 
regulated  shooting  grounds  for  three 
consecutive  days,  Sundays  excluded,  at 
a cost  of  $3.15. 

1953 — The  number  of  complimentary  non- 
resident hunting  licenses  the  Game  Com- 
mission may  issue  in  one  year  to  special 
persons  increased  from  25  to  100. 

1953 — Maximum  license  revocation  period  for 
a first  offender  for  most  violations  in- 
creased from  two  to  three  years,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Game  Commission. 

1953 — Petitions  for  review  of  license  revocation 
shall  be  heard  by  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  county  of  the  legal  residence 
of  the  licensee  in  the  case  of  a resident, 
and  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
Dauphin  County  in  the  case  of  a non- 
resident. 

1953 — Penalty  for  failure  or  refusal  to  stop  a 
vehicle  upon  request  or  signal  of  any 
officer  in  full  uniform  increased  from 
$10  to  $2,5. 

1953 — Bucks  declared  legal  only  with  2 or  more 
points  to  one  antler  or  spike  3 inches  or 
longer. 

1953 — Law  requiring  tags  before  shipping  raw 
furs  to  other  states  repealed  — such 
tags  are  no  longer  required. 

1953 — Mandatory  license  revocation  required 
in  addition  to  cash  penalties  as  pre- 
scribed for  unlawfully  killing  a deer. 
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three  years,  and  a bear,  five  years,  at 
any  time  other  than  during  any  regular 
season  for  deer  or  bear. 

1953 — Game  Commission  given  authority  to 
grant  rights  to  erect  and  operate  anten- 
nas, towers  or  stations  for  broadcasting, 
relaying  or  reception  of  television,  on 
State  Game  Lands. 

1953 — Record  costs  not  paid  by  the  defendant 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Game  Commission 
(and  not  by  the  county  as  in  the  past). 

1953 — Southwest  Pheasant  Hatchery  (later  re- 
named Southwest  Game  Farm)  estab- 
lished on  State  Game  Lands  No.  137  — 
Armstrong  County  — to  hatch  pheasant 
chicks  for  distribution  in  the  Southwest 
Division  and  the  lower  part  of  the 
Northwest  Division. 

1953 — Uniform  Firearms  Act  amended  by  in- 
creasing from  15  cents  to  50  cents  the 
fee  payable  to  county  treasurers  for 
registration  of  firearms  (primarily  re- 
volvers) which  hunting  and  fishing  li- 
censees carry,  for  hunting,  fishing  or 
training  dogs. 


1954 — The  eighth  field  conference  and  school  of 
instmction  for  all  field  officers  and  the 
Harrisburg  office  staff  and  other  em- 
ployes was  held  at  Mont  Alto  State 
Forest  School  June  12  - June  16. 

1954 — Bounty  removed  from  weasels  June  1. 

1954 —  Soil  Conservation  Service  leased  to  Game 
Commission  89.8  acres  near  Howard, 
Centre  County,  for  use  as  a tree 
nursery. 

1955 —  Hunting  hours  during  any  open  season 
in  October  for  hunting  any  game  exclu- 
sively with  bows  and  arrows  extended 
to  6 a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  EST  (instead  of 
7 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  EST). 

1955 — Game  Commission  authorized  to  refund 
fees,  fines  or  other  monies  not  only  er- 
roneously but  also  unjustly  collected. 
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1955 — Game  Commission  reorganization.  Dep- 
uty executive  director  appointed  — two 
major  bureaus  abolished. 

1955 — Unlawful  for  any  person  in  Pennsylvania 
to  import  into  or  release  in  the  com- 
monwealth a San  Juan  rabbit  until  after 
August  31,  1957.  Then  it  shall  still  be 
unlawful  unless  the  secretary  of  agri- 
culture, after  conferring  with  the  Game 
Commission,  decides  that  this  rabbit  is 
not  destructive  to  farms,  etc.,  and  is 
not  a nuisance. 

1955 — Department  of  Property  and  Supplies 
authorized  to  convey  to  the  Curtis 
Wright  Corporation  for  aircraft  experi- 
mental and  testing  operations  approxi- 
mately 300  acres  of  State  Game  Lands 
No.  34  in  Cameron,  Clearfield  and  Elk 
Counties  by  sale,  and  about  900  addi- 
tional acres  by  lease. 

1955 — Game  Commission  directed  to  pay  the 
costs  when  a game  protector  or  any 
other  officer  named  in  the  bill  fails  to 
prove  his  case  and  the  defendant  is  dis- 
charged or  convicted  and  sent  to  jail  in 
lieu  of  the  payment  of  the  fine. 

1955 —  The  ninth  field  conference  and  school  of 
instruction  for  all  field  officers  and  the 
Harrisburg  office  staff  and  other  em- 
ployes was  held  at  the  Mont  Alto  State 
Forest  School  June  12-16. 

1956 —  Howard  Nursery  in  Centre  County 
deeded  to  Game  Commission  by  Soil 
Conservation  Service. 

1956 — Commission  designated  the  farm  where 
wild  ducks  are  reared  and  banded  on 
State  Game  Lands  No.  213,  Crawford 
County,  as  the  State  Wild  Waterfowl 
Farm. 

1956 — Commission  may  authorize  the  drawing 
of  a requisition  upon  the  Game  Fund 
within  six  years  (instead  of  12  months) 
for  the  refund  of  fees,  fines  or  other 
monies  erroneously  or  unjustly  collected 
and  deposited. 

1956 — The  tenth  field  conference  and  school 
of  instruction  for  all  field  officers  and  the 
Harrisburg  office  staff,  student  officers 
and  other  employes  was  held  at  the 
Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School  August 
26-30.  There  were  7 Commissioners  and 
217  employes  present. 

1956 — The  penalty  section  of  the  Game  Law 
was  amended  to  make  penalties  appli- 
cable to  “the  whole  or  any  substantial 
part  or  parts”  of  birds  or  animals. 
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1956 — The  period  for  holding  field  trials  with- 
out permit  was  extended  to  begin 
August  1 (instead  of  August  20),  and 
close  at  the  end  of  the  dog  training 
season,  currently  March  31. 

1956 — Authorized  fox  hunting  by  clubs,  using 
an  organized  pack  of  20  or  more  hounds, 
from  August  1 (instead  of  August  20) 
to  the  close  of  the  dog  training  season, 
currently  March  31. 

1956 — Maximum  purchase  price  per  acre  that 
may  be  paid  for  State  Game  Lands  was 
increased  from  $30  to  $100. 

1956 — The  sum  of  $1.00  from  the  sale  of  every 
antlerless  deer  license  required  to  be 
used  solely  for  cutting  or  otherwise  re- 
moving over-shadowing  tree  growth,  to 
produce  underbrush  sprouts  and  saplings 
for  deer  food  and  cover  on  game  land. 

1956 — Annual  fixed  charges,  in  lieu  of  taxes, 
on  State  Game  Lands  increased  from 
7/2  cents  to  10  cents  per  acre. 

1956 — Gift  of  land  — The  Department  of 
Property  and  Supplies,  with  consent  of 
the  Department  of  Military  Affairs  and 
approval  of  the  governor,  was  author- 
ized to  convey  for  the  use  of  the  Game 
Gommission  80.5  acres  of  land  in  Gold 
Spring  Township,  Lebanon  Gounty,  an 
interior  holding  on  State  Game  Lands 
No.  211. 

1956 — Eighth  student  class  of  20  men  enrolled 
in  the  School  of  Gonservation  June  30  - 
March  15,  1957  — with  18  men  com- 
pleting the  course.  Six  research  biologists 
also  completed  the  course. 

1956 —  Retirement  system  for  Game  Gommission 
employes  integrated  with  Social  Security 
system. 

1957 —  All  hawks  given  protection  during  the 
months  of  September  and  October 
in  northeastern  Pennsylvania  bounded 
roughly  as  follows:  U.  S.  Highway  Route 
No.  22  from  Easton  to  Harrisburg, 
north  along  the  Susquehanna  River  to 
Muncy,  northeast  along  State  Routes 
405,  118  and  29  to  the  New  York  state 
line,  and  east  and  south  along  the  state 
line  to  Easton. 

1957 — All  summary  proceedings  under  the 
Game  Law  shall  be  commenced  before 
the  nearest  available  magistrate,  aider- 
man  or  justice  of  the  peace,  within  the 
city,  borough,  incorporated  town  or 
township  in  the  county  where  the 
alleged  violation  occurred. 
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1957 — Holders  of  permits  for  special  dog  train- 
ing areas  may  permit  the  public  to  hunt 
deer  and  bear  on  such  areas  during 
seasons  fixed  by  the  Game  Commission. 

1957 — The  holding  of  field  trials,  where  dogs 
work  on  liberated  or  native  wild  game, 
under  permit,  permitted  from  the  close 
of  the  dog  training  .season  (March  31) 
to  July  31  (instead  of  April  30). 

1957 — Game  Commission  authorized  to  accept, 
for  the  Game  Fund,  donations  from  any 
person,  firm,  corporation  or  association. 

1957 — Occupants  of  farms  permitted  to  hunt 
deer  during  the  special  archery  season 
without  an  archery  license.  AH  county 
treasurers  designated  as  agents  for  the 
issuance  of  archery  licenses  and  author- 
ized to  collect  an  additional  fee  of  15 
cents  from  each  applicant.  County  trea- 
surers also  authorized  to  issue  archery 
preserve  permits. 

1957 — Hunting  of  deer  of  both  sexes  with 
bow  and  arrow  during  the  archery  sea- 
son authorized  — the  requirement  of  an 
antlerless  deer  license  during  archery 
season  eliminated. 

1957 — All  fixed  charges  per  acre  on  State 
Forest  and  State  Game  Lands  required 
to  be  paid  annually  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  September. 

1957 — Southwest  Pheasant  Hatchery  renamed 
Southwest  Game  Farm. 


1957 — The  Penal  Code  of  1939  amended  to 
authorize  the  exposure  of  poison  to  mea- 
dow mice  and  pine  mice  threatening 
nursery  or  orchard  crops  — but  to  be  so 
placed  and  secured  that  the  poison  will 
be  inaccessible  to  game  or  domestic 
animals  and  birds. 

1957 — Acquisition  by  the  United  States  of 
lands  and  waters  anywhere  in  the  com- 
monwealth, except  in  Delaware  County, 
with  the  consent  of  the  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commis- 
sion and  the  governor,  authorized  for 
the  establishment  of  migratory  bird 
reservations. 

1957 — The  eleventh  field  conference  and 
school  of  instruction  for  all  field  officers, 
the  Harrisburg  office  staff  and  other 
employes  was  held  at  the  Mont  Alto 
State  Forest  School  August  25-28. 

1957 — Southwest  Field  Division  Office  (pur- 
chased from  funds  derived  from  royal- 
ties for  oil  and  gas  wells  drilled  on 
State  Game  Lands)  dedicated  April  6. 

1957 —  Unnaturalized  foreign-bom  residents  per- 
mitted to  own  or  possess  dogs. 

1958 —  Federal  government,  through  the  Migra- 
tory Bird  Conservation  Commission,  ap- 
proved acquisition  and  establishment  of 
Pennsylvania’s  first  federal  waterfowl 
refuge.  It  is  the  Erie  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  initially  comprising  6,161  acres 
in  Crawford  County. 

1958 — Commission  inaugurated  a firearms  and 
hunter  safety  education  program.  Entire 
field  staff  qualified  as  instructors  for 
the  National  Rifle  Association’s  firearms 
safety  and  hunting  arms  courses. 

1958 — Ninth  student  class  of  25  men  enrolled 
in  School  of  Conservation  — July  1 to 
March  21,  1959  — with  21  men  com- 
pleting the  course.  Three  research  biolo- 
gists also  completed  the  course. 

1958 — Safety  Zone  Program  created,  whereby 
Game  Commission  provides  safety  zone 
signs  and  free  subscription  to  Game 
News  to  landowners  of  at  least  50  acres 
who  permit  public  hunting  on  their 
properties. 

1958 —  Extended  (or  late  or  winter)  rabbit  sea- 
son initiated. 

1959 —  Tenth  student  class  of  25  men  enrolled 
in  School  of  Conservation  — June  16  - 
April  9,  1960  — with  all  25  completing 
the  course.  Three  research  biologists 
also  completed  the  course. 
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1959 — Game  Commission  required  to  hold  a 
meeting  in  June  or  July  in  addition  to 
January  meeting. 

1959 — Jurisdiction  and  control  over  possession, 
propagation  and  distribution  of  domestic 
mink  transferred  from  the  Game  Com- 
mission to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

1959 — Special  dog  training  areas,  number  of 
permits  for  one  county  increased  from 
6 to  8. 

1959 — Period  for  shooting  pheasants,  bobwhite 
quail,  chukar  partridges  and  mallard  or 
black  ducks  on  regulated  shooting 
grounds  extended  to  include  the  month 
of  March. 

1959 — Use  of  body-gripping  10"  x 10"  trap  au- 
thorized for  taking  beavers,  provided  an 
underwater  set  is  made. 

1959 — Resident  licensed  hunter  who  is  a mem- 
ber of  armed  serxices  on  active  duty 
permitted  to  take  with  him  when  leaving 
the  state  lawfully  killed  game  not  ex- 
ceeding in  one  season  three  days’  Limit. 


1959 — Penalty  involving  an  illegal  deer  in  close 
season,  second  offense,  increased  to 
$200,  plus  mandatory  loss  of  hunting 
license  privileges  for  three  years. 

1959 — After  a convicted  person  has  been 
denied  the  right  to  hunt  for  at  least  one 
year  in  case  involving  deer  violation, 
the  Game  Commission,  upon  good  cause 
shown,  may  restore  hunting  license 
privileges  to  the  person. 

1959 — Unlawful  to  shoot  at  any  wild  bird  or 
wild  animal  while  it  is  on  a public 
highway,  or  to  shoot  across  a highway 
unless  the  Hne  of  fire  is  high  enough 
above  the  elevation  of  the  highway  to 
preclude  any  danger  to  users  thereof. 

1959 — Nearest  available  magistrate  — A mag- 
istrate, alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace 
is  not  available  if  not  in  his  regular 
office  between  9 a.m.  and  5 p.m.,  or  at 
other  specified,  posted  hours. 
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1960 — Statewide  radio  communications  system 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commission 
and  the  State  Council  of  Defense  was 
inaugurated  June  6 at  approximate  cost 
of  $500,000  — system  had  been  partially 
operative  since  the  previous  fall. 

1960 — Goose  Management  Area  started  at  Py- 
matuning  adjacent  to  propagation  area 
on  ipore  than  7,000  acres  of  land  owned 
by  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters 
and  Game  Commission. 

1960 —  Extended  (or  late  or  winter)  grouse 
season  initiated. 

1961 —  Field  division  headquarters  offices  and 
storage  buildings  (built  from  funds 
derived  from  royalties  for  oil  and  gas 
wells  drilled  on  State  Game  Lands): 
Northeast  Division  dedicated  April  20. 
Southeast  Division  dedicated  Sept.  2. 
Northwest  Division  dedicated  Oct.  20. 

1961 — Unlawful  to  assist  in  the  taking,  killing 
or  wounding  of  any  game  in  close 
season. 

1961 — Ammunition  for  killing  big  game  de- 
stroying property  — legal  only  when 
fired  from  other  than  22  or  25  caliber 
rimfire  cartridges. 

1961 — Three-day  licenses  to  alien  non-residents 
who  are  also  non-residents  of  the  United 
States  16  years  of  age  and  older  may  be 
issued  to  hunt  on  regulated  shooting 
grounds  for  $3.15. 

1961 — Raccoon  dog  trials  may  be  held  from 
sunset  to  sunrise. 

1961 — No  group  hunting  deer  together  shall 
consist  of  more  than  25  persons. 
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1961 — Special  permits  to  expire  on  June  30  of 
each  year  to  coincide  with  state’s  fiscal 
year. 

1961 — Penalty  for  failure  to  display  hunting 
license  tag  reduced  to  $5  provided  it  is 
shown  that  hunter  has  purchased  a 
license. 

1961 — Penalty  for  waterfowl  violation  increased 
to  $25  for  each  swan,  wild  goose,  brant 
or  wild  duck  illegally  killed. 

1961 — Autoloading  and  magazine  shotguns,  un- 
less limited  to  3-shell  capacity  in  maga- 
zine and  chamber  combined,  must  be 
plugged  so  that  the  plug  cannot  be  re- 
moved without  disassembling  the  gun, 
while  hunting  any  wild  birds  or  wild 
animals  other  than  big  game.  Penalty  — 
$10. 

1961 — A second  wild  turkey,  deer  or  bear  may 
be  taken  if  the  first  one,  when  presented 
to  a district  game  protector,  is  deemed 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  pro- 
vided written  authorization  is  given  by 
the  game  protector. 

1961 — Game  Commission  given  right  to  desig- 
nate which  deer  may  be  taken  during 
archery  seasons. 

1961 — Landowner  not  liable  for  damages  for 
injury  suflFered  by  hunter. 

1961 —  Extended  (or  late  or  winter)  squirrel 
season  initiated. 

1962 —  Eleventh  student  class  of  21  men  en- 
rolled in  School  of  Conservation — March 
26  - February  9,  1963  — with  18  men 
completing  the  course.  Four  research 
biologists  also  completed  the  course. 

1962 — New  publication.  Drumming  Log,  be- 
gun within  the  Commission  as  a person- 
nel bulletin,  containing  official  notices 
for  Commission  personnel  from  the  ex- 
ecutive office  and  division  chiefs,  and 
current  news.  Originally  created  October 
2,  1951,  as  a report  on  current  events 
to  give  Commissioners  (and  later  key 
personnel)  information  on  important 
things  accomplished  between  meetings 
and  as  a result  of  Commission  action. 

1962 —  Controlled  hunting  started  on  Goose 
Management  Area  at  Pymatuning. 

1963 —  Hunting  license  fees  increased  — adult 
resident  hunter’s  license  increased  from 
$3.15  to  $5.20;  junior  resident  hunter’s 
license  created  at  cost  of  $3.20  for  hunt- 
ers 12  through  16  years  of  age;  non- 
resident hunter’s  license  increased  from 
$20  to  $25.35. 
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1963 — Civil  Service  coverage  extended  to  237 
salaried  Game  Commission  employes. 

1963 — Annual  fixed  charges,  in  lieu  of  taxes, 
on  State  Game  Lands  increased  from 
10  to  20  cents  per  acre  (8  cents  to  local 
school  district,  8 cents  to  county,  4 
cents  to  township  road  supervisors). 

1963 — Groundhogs  (woodchucks)  permitted  to 
be  hunted  June  1 through  September 
30  from  6 a.m.  to  7:30  p.m.  EST. 

1963 — Unlawful  to  use  recorded  calls  or  sounds 
or  recorded  or  electronically  amplified 
imitations  of  calls  or  sounds  in  taking  of 
wild  turkeys. 

1963 — Game  Commission  may  prescribe  type 
of  firearms  and  ammunition  or  bows  and 
arrows  to  be  used  in  any  area  of  the 
state  in  the  interest  of  public  safety  and 
wildlife  management. 

1963 — County  residents  may  petition  Game 
Commission  to  permit  fox  hunting  any 
time  throughout  the  year  except  for  a 
60-day  period  to  be  designated  by  Com- 
mission, with  the  agreed  control  to  con- 
tinue from  year  to  year,  to  be  changed 
only  by  another  legal  petition  from  the 
county  concerned. 

1963 — Persons  holding  retriever  trials  may  use 
tmssed  birds  for  trial  retrieves;  may  hold 
trials  any  time  of  the  year;  must  have 
proper  permit  from  Game  Commission 
for  each  trial  where  game  birds  or 
animals  are  shot  and  killed  and  for  all 
other  trials  held  during  normal  closed 
training  period,  April  1 through  July  31. 

1963 — Foxes  may  be  taken  with  aid  of  artificial 
light  such  as  is  ordinarily  carried  in  the 
hand  or  on  the  person. 

1963 — Unlawful  for  any  person  hunting  on 
open  lands  to  leave  rubbish  or  debris 
except  in  proper  receptacles,  to  dig  in 
or  drive  automobile  on  cleared  field  ex- 
cept with  permission,  or  to  leave  vehicle 
blocking  ingress  or  egress  to  person’s 
property,  cattleways  or  fields. 
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1964 — Buckshot  required  for  deer  hunting  in 
area  designated  by  Game  Commission  in 
southeastern  Pennsylvania  — to  present. 

1964 — Opening  season  date  for  all  regulated 
shooting  grounds  established  as  Septem- 
ber 15,  instead  of  October  1. 

1964 — Six-day  antlerless  deer  season  started  in 
southeastern  Pennsylvania. 

1964 —  Extended  (or  late  or  winter)  archery 
deer  season  started  in  certain  sections 
of  the  state;  expanded  to  statewide  sea- 
son starting  in  1967. 

1965 —  Twelfth  student  class  of  25  men  en- 
rolled in  School  of  Conservation — March 
29  - February  19,  1966  — with  23  men 
completing  the  course.  Four  research 
biologists  also  completed  the  course. 

1965 — Special  permit  authorized  for  $1.00  for 
disabled  persons,  paraplegics,  hemiple- 
gics,  etc.  to  hunt  from  an  automobile 
(1951  law  provided  only  free  permit  to 
disabled  military  veterans). 

1965 — Three-day  regulated  shooting  grounds 
licenses  made  available  to  non-residents 
of  Pennsylvania  or  unnaturalized  persons 
of  foreign  birth  who  present  proof  of 
legal  entry  into  the  United  States,  12 
years  of  age  and  older. 

1965 — Millionth  acre  of  State  Game  Lands 
purchased  in  Complanter  Township, 
Venango  County,  April  12 — State  Game 
Lands  253  — first  achievement  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States.  Formal  dedi- 
cation June  19,  1965. 

1965 — Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education 
employed  a conservation  education  spe- 
cialist to  provide  conservation  education 
materials  to  state  school  teachers. 

1965 — Trophy  deer  records  program  established 
in  Pennsylvania  by  Game  Commission, 
using  Boone  and  Crockett  Club  scoring 
system.  Bear  skulls  were  added  to  mea- 
suring program  in  1969. 

1965 — Successful  hunters  required  to  tag 
turkeys. 

1965-70 — Project  70  provided  Game  Commis- 
sion with  $5  million  from  state  bond 
issue  to  acquire  land,  primarily  to  serve 
metropolitan  area  populations,  at  price 
above  legal  $100  per  acre  ceiling.  About 
17,000  acres  purchased. 

1965 —  Early  small  game  season  (squirrel  and 
grouse)  initiated. 

1966 —  Game  Commission  removed  the  payment 
of  all  bounties  effective  June  30. 
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1966 — Triple  Trophy  Award  created  by  Game 
Commission  for  hunter  who  harvests 
antlered  whitetail  deer,  black  bear  and 
wild  turkey  in  single  hunting  license 
year. 

1966 — The  twelfth  field  conference  and  school 
of  instruction  for  game  commissioners, 
all  field  officers,  Harrisburg  office  staff 
and  other  employes  was  held  at  the 
Pennsylvania  State  University  June  26- 
29. 

1966 — Pymatuning  Goose  Management  Area 
renamed  Pymatuning  Waterfowl  Area. 

1966 — Game  Commission  hunter  safety  pro- 
gram voted  best  in  the  nation  by  the 
International  Association  of  Game,  Fi.sh 
and  Conservation  Commissioners. 


1966 —  Antlerless  deer  season  may  be  extended 
in  case  inclement  weather  prevents  de- 
sired or  adequate  harvest. 

1967 —  Alien  hunting  license  established  at  fee 
of  $25.35. 

1967 — Persons  permanently  confined  to  a 
wheelchair  or  who  must  use  crutches  or 
other  similar  means  of  support  to  pursue 
daily  activities  eligible  to  secure  permit 
to  hunt  from  motor  vehicle. 

1967 — After  a convicted  person  has  been 
denied  the  right  to  hunt  for  at  least 
one  year  in  case  involving  bear  viola- 
tion, the  Game  Commission,  upon  good 
cause  shown,  may  restore  hunting  li- 
cense privileges  to  the  person. 

1967 — Hunting  hours  to  be  established  by 
resolution  of  the  Game  Commissio.o,  in- 
stead of  by  the  Legislature. 
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1967 — Game  Commission  may  pay  for  dam- 
ages done  by  bears  to  bee  keeping 
equipment. 

1967 — Aliens  permitted  to  own  and  possess 
firearms. 

1967 — Antlerless  deer  licenses  may  be  issued 
to  resident  hunters  in  the  armed  forces 
or  recently  discharged  after  county’s 
allocation  of  these  licenses  has  been 
exhausted. 

1967 — Camping  permitted  on  State  Game 
Lands  under  restrictions  of  Game  Com- 
mission. 

1967 — Penalty  increased  for  refusal  of  hunter 
to  remove  himself  from  “posted”  land, 
or  for  person  who  removes  himself  from 
property  and  re-enters  for  purpose  of 
hunting  — fine  ranging  from  $25  to 
$100,  plus  possible  revocation  of  hunt- 
ing license  for  one  year. 

1967-77 — $125  million  from  state  bond  issue 
made  available  under  Project  500  to 
Game  Commission,  Fish  Commission, 
Forests  and  Waters  Department  and 
Historical  and  Museum  Commission  for 
development  of  recreation,  historical, 
conservation  and  reclamation  projects. 

1967 — Record  number  of  deer  killed  on  state’s 
highways  — 22,610  picked  up  by  Game 
Commission  employes. 

1967 — Use  of  manufactured  or  man-made  fenc- 
ing to  direct  the  movement  of  beavers 
into  traps  prohibited. 

1967 — All-time  record  antlered  deer  harvest — 
78,268  reported  taken  by  hunters. 

1967 — All-time  record  reported  antlered  deer 
harvest  for  single  county  — 4,899  in 
Potter  County. 

1967 —  First  statewide  extended  (or  late  or 
winter)  archery  deer  season. 

1968 —  Thirteenth  student  class  of  25  men  en- 
rolled in  School  of  Conservation — March 
25  - February  15,  1969  — with  all  25 
men  completing  the  course. 
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1968 — Southcentral  Field  Division  Office  (built 
from  funds  derived  from  royalties  for 
oil  and  gas  wells  drilled  on  State  Game 
Lands)  dedicated  April  27. 

1968 — “Road  hunting”  practice,  from  a motor 
vehicle,  unlawful. 

1968 — Spotlighting  prohibited  between  mid- 
night and  sunrise. 

1968 — Annual  fund  for  damage  done  by  bears 
to  livestock,  poultry  and  bees  or  bee 
keeping  equipment  increased  from 
$5,000  to  $7,500. 

1968 — Free  hunting  licenses  for  residents  in 
full-time  military  service  on  active  duty 
during  Vietnam  war. 

1968 — Archery  licenses  may  be  sold  by  issuing 
agents  in  addition  to  county  treasurers 
and  Department  of  Revenue. 

1968- — Game  Gommission  field  officers  required 
to  be  in  full  uniform  at  all  times  while 
on  duty. 

1968 — First  spring  gobbler  hunting  season. 

1968 — Buzzard  Swamp  Wildlife  Development 
Area  (about  9,000  acres  of  Allegheny 
National  Forest,  Elk  and  Forest  Goun- 
ties)  for  waterfowl  and  upland  game 
approved. 

1968 — Antlerless  deer  season  may  be  extended 
in  case  of  inadequate  harvest. 

1968 — Prosecution  for  violation  of  the  Game 
Law  to  be  commenced  before  the  minor 
judiciary  within  the  county  wherein  the 
violation  occurred,  in  accord  with  legis- 
lative reform  of  the  minor  judiciary 
system. 

1968 — Game  Gommission  disapproved  use  of 
“hard”  pesticides. 
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1968 —  All-time  record  number  of  deer  killed 
on  highways  in  single  county — 1,172 
in  Monroe  County. 

1969 —  Regulated  shooting  grounds  season  ex- 
tended to  begin  on  September  1 instead 
of  September  15,  by  resolution  of  the 
Game  Commission. 

1969 — The  thirteenth  field  conference  and 
school  of  instruction  for  game  commis- 
sioners, field  officers,  Harrisburg  office 
staff  and  other  employes  was  held  at 
the  Pennsylvania  State  University,  Uni- 
versity Park,  July  21-24. 

1969 — Bear  skulls  added  to  Game  Commission 
trophy  records  program. 

1969 — Hunter  safety  training  mandatory  be- 
fore youths  under  16  years  of  age  can 
purchase  hunting  license. 

1969 — Brig.  Gen.  Nicholas  Biddle  retired  as  a 
member  of  the  Game  Commission  after 
more  than  34  consecutive  years  of 
service  as  a Commissioner  — the  all-time 
record. 

1969 — All  species  of  hawks  given  complete 
protection  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania. 

1969 — Buzzard  Swamp  Wildlife  Development 
Area  work  started  by  Game  Gommission. 

1969 — Use  of  more  than  two  body-gripping 
10"  X 10"  traps  for  taking  beavers  pro- 
hibited. 

1969 — Pennsylvania  Power  and  Light  Gompany 
deeded  5,469  acres  to  Game  Commission 
to  be  added  to  State  Game  Lands  211, 
Dauphin  County.  Game  Gommission 
deeded  1,702  acres  of  State  Game  Lands 
211  to  Pennsylvania  Power  and  Light 
Company  to  be  site  of  future  pumped 
storage  generating  project  — largest  land 
exchange  in  Commission  history. 

1969 — Beaver  season  may  be  extended  if 
weather  conditions  prevent  desired  and 
adequate  beaver  harvest. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  (in  alphabetical  order)  OF  . . . 
PENNSYLVANIA’S  WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION  HISTORY 


Abrogation  procedure  for  antlerless  deer  seasons 
liberalized — 1949  (repealed  1951). 

Accident  reports  must  be  filed  by  both  offender 
and  victim  in  hunting  accident — 1947. 

Accident  reports  to  Game  Commission  required 
within  72  hours,  from  person  hunting  or  trap- 
ping— 1937. 

Acknowledgment  of  guilt  in  settling  violations, 
tliose  offenses  eliminated  which  are  desig- 
nated as  misdemeanors  and  felonies — 1949. 

Agreement,  joint  — made  between  the  Game 
Commission  and  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service  — 
July,  1949  — for  the  development  of  food 
and  cover  for  wildlife  on  the  Allegheny  Na- 
tional Forest.  Previous  memorandum  of  un- 
derstanding was  signed  in  1938  but  actual 
cooperative  action  was  not  taken  until  1949. 

Alien  Dog  Law,  prohibiting  aliens  from  owning 
or  possessing  dogs — 1915. 


Alien  Gun  Law,  prohibiting  aliens  from  owning 
or  possessing  guns  — 1909. 

Alien  hunting  license,  for  unnaturalized  person 
of  foreign  birth,  estabhshed  at  fee  of  $25.35 
— 1967. 

Aliens  permitted  to  own  or  possess  dogs — 1957. 

Aliens  permitted  to  own  or  possess  firearms  — 
1967. 

Ammunition  for  killing  big  game  destroying 
property  — legal  only  when  fired  from  other 
than  a 22  or  25  caliber  rimfire  cartridge  — 
1961. 
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Antlered  deer  harvest  record,  all-time,  for  entire 
state  for  single  year  — 78,268  reported  taken 

— 1967. 

Antlered  deer  harvest  record  for  single  county 
for  single  year  — 4,899  reported  taken  in 
Potter  County  — 1967. 

Antlerless  deer  harvest  record,  all-time,  for 
entire  state  for  single  year — 171,662  re- 
ported taken  — 1938. 

Antlerless  deer  harvest  record  for  single  county 
for  single  year  — 14,892  reported  taken  in 
Elk  County  — 1940. 

Antlerless  deer  hunting  with  bow  and  arrow  — 
Hunting  of  deer  of  both  sexes  with  bow  and 
arrow  during  special  archery  season  author- 
ized — no  antlerless  deer  license  required 

— 1957. 

Antlerless  deer  licenses  may  be  issued  to  resi- 
dent hunters  in  the  armed  forces  or  recently 
discharged  after  a county’s  allocation  of  these 
licenses  has  been  exhausted  — 1967. 

Antlerless  deer  season,  may  be  extended  in  case 
of  inclement  weather  — 1966;  in  case  of  in- 
adequate harvest  — 1968. 

Antlerless  deer  season,  six-day,  started  in  south- 
eastern Pennsylvania  — 1964. 

Antlerless  deer  season,  special,  authorization 
given  Game  Commission  to  establish,  under 
a county  quota  system  (with  no  abrogation 
permitted)  with  antlerless  deer  hunting  li- 
censes costing  $1.15  each,  to  be  issued  only 
by  county  treasurer  of  county  where  applicant 
desires  to  hunt  — 1952. 

Appropriation,  first  one  to  Game  Commission  — 
1897. 

Archery  deer  season,  extended  or  late  or  winter, 
started  in  parts  of  state  — 1964;  expanded  to 
statewide  — 1967. 

Archery  hunting  without  license  — Occupants 
of  farms  permitted  to  hunt  deer  during  spe- 
cial archery  season  without  an  archery 
license  — 1957. 

Archery  licenses,  county  treasurers  to  issue  — 
All  county  treasurers  designated  as  agents  for 
issuance  of  archery  licenses,  also  authorized 
to  collect  additional  fee  of  15  cents  from 
each  applicant  for  their  services  — 1957. 

Archery  licenses,  may  be  sold  by  issuing  agents 
in  addition  to  county  treasurers  and  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue,  fee  for  issuing  increased  to 
20  cents  — 1968. 

Archery  preserves  first  established  — one  in 
Forest  and  one  in  Sullivan  County  — 1937. 
Abolished  1954. 

Area  of  Pennsylvania  — 45,126  square  miles, 
including  land  and  water;  45,045  square 
miles  of  land. 
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Assist,  unlawful  to,  in  taking,  killing  or  wound- 
ing of  any  game  in  close  season  — 1961. 

Automatic  Gun  Law  — 1907.  Pennsylvania  was 
the  first  state  to  bar  these  guns. 

Automobiles,  possession  of  loaded  and  certain 
unloaded  guns  at  nighttime  in  them  forbid- 
den — 1937. 

Automobiles,  possession  of  unloaded  guns  or 
ammunition  in  them  forbidden  under  certain 
conditions  — 1947. 

Automobiles,  uncased  and  unwrapped  guns  and 
loose  ammunition  permitted  in  them  at  any 
time,  provided  the  guns  are  unloaded  — 
1951. 

Automobiles,  unlawful  to  shoot  game  of  any 
kind  from — 1917.  See  later  exceptions. 

Auxiliary  Game  Refuge  Law  passed — 1917. 


Baiting  of  game  birds  forbidden  — 1869. 

Bear,  black,  Pennsylvania  was  the  first  state  to 
protect  — 1905. 


Bear  cubs  were  first  protected  — 1925. 

Bear  Damage  Fund  increased  from  $3,000  to 
$5,000  annually  — 1945;  increased  to  $7,500 
annually  — 1968. 

Bear  damages  to  bee  keeping  equipment.  Game 
Commission  may  pay  for  - — 1967. 

Bear  damages  to  livestock.  Game  Commission 
may  pay  for  — 1945. 

Bear,  dogs  prohibited  in  hunting  and  chasing 

— 1935. 

Bear,  largest  one  on  record  killed  (633  lbs., 
hog-dressed  538  lbs.  — total  length  9 feet) 
in  Pike  County,  December  4,  1923. 

Bear,  penalty  for  unlawful  killing  increased 
from  $100  to  $200—  1949. 

Bears,  pens  and  pitfalls  prohibited  in  taking 

— 1915. 

Bears,  steel  traps  forbidden  in  taking — 1911. 
Beaver  dams.  Commission  authorized  to  post 
against  trapping  — 1945. 
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Beaver,  season  may  be  extended  if  weather 
conditions  prevent  desired  and  adequate 
harvest  — 1969. 

Beavers,  first  open  trapping  season  — 1934. 

Beavers,  first  stocked  in  Pennsylvania  — 1917. 

Beavers,  passage  of  law  protecting  — 1903. 

Beavers,  use  of  body-gripping  10"  x 10"  trap 
for  taking  of  authorized,  provided  underwater 
set  is  made  — 1959. 

Beavers,  use  of  manufactured  or  man-made 
fencing  to  direct  the  movement  of  beavers 
into  traps  prohibited  — 1967. 

Beavers,  use  of  more  than  two  body-gripping 
10"  X 10"  traps  prohibited  — 1969. 

Biddle,  Brig.  Gen.  Nicholas,  retired  in  1969 
after  more  than  34  consecutive  years  of 
service  as  a member  of  the  Game  Gommis- 
sion  — the  all-time  record  for  a commissioner. 

Big  game,  flesh  of,  right  to  retain  under  permit 
for  six  months’  period  — 1941.  Now  may  only 
be  retained  until  July  1,  and  without  permit. 

Big  game,  provision  requiring  the  tagging  of 
parts  of  carcasses  for  possession  or  transpor- 
tation eliminated  from  law  — 1951. 

“Bird  Day”  first  observed  in  public  schools  at 
Oil  Gity  — 1894. 

Birds  — approximately  300  kinds  of  birds  occur 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Birds  — song  and  insectivorous  protected  — 
1889. 

Blinds  first  prohibited  for  taking  upland  game 
— 1869. 

Board  of  Game  Gommissioners  created  — 1895; 
name  changed  to  Pennsylvania  Game  Gom- 
mission  — 1937. 

Board  of  Game  Gommissioners,  number  of  mem- 
bers increased  from  six  to  eight  — 1927. 

Bounties  — See  pages  38-41. 

Bounty  Law  amended  to  reduce  penalty  for 
making  fraudulent  claim  — 1947. 

Bounty  Law  amended  to  restrict  payments  to 
residents  of  Pennsylvania  only  — 1947. 

Bounty  payments.  Game  Gommission  given  au- 
thority to  regulate  — 1937. 
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Bounty  system  changed  to  have  all  claims  paid 
through  Game  Commission  at  Harrisburg  — 
1915. 

Bounty  system  ended  June  30,  1966. 

Bow  and  arrow  legalized  for  hunting  game  — 
1929. 

Bow  and  arrow,  special  open  season  for  deer 
exclusively.  Commission  authorized  to  estab- 
lish, under  a special  $2.00  archery  license  — 
1951. 

Bow  and  arrow,  unlawful  to  use  while  intoxi- 
cated — 1937. 

Buckshot  banned  for  deer  hunting  — 1905. 

Buckshot  required  (single  ball  ammunition  pro- 
hibited) for  deer  hunting  in  certain  area(s) 
designated  by  Game  Commission  — begin- 
ning in  1964. 

Bulletin,  Monthly  Seiwice,  first  published  — 
July,  1929. 

Buzzard  Swamp  Wildlife  Development  Area 
(about  9,000  acres  of  Allegheny  National 
Forest,  Elk  and  Forest  Counties)  for  upland 
game  and  waterfowl  approved  — 1968;  de- 
velopment started  — 1969. 


Camping  permitted  on  State  Game  Lands  under 
restrictions  of  Game  Commission  — 1967 . 

Cemeteries  and  burial  grounds,  hunting,  trap- 
ping or  dressing  out  of  game,  prohibited 
within  — 1951. 

Charter  granted  to  William  Penn  to  found  a 
colony  in  new  world- — -1681. 

Charter  of  Privileges  was  adopted — 1701. 

Civil  Service,  coverage  extended  to  237  salaried 
Game  Commission  employes  — 1963. 
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Clearfield  — Named  because  bison  (buffaloes) 
so  heavily  grazed  the  undergrowth  in  this  ter- 
ritory that  they  “cleared  fields.” 

Complimentary  non-resident  hunting  licenses, 
maximum  number  increased  from  25  to  100 
— 1953. 

Conservation  education  specialist  added  to  staff 
of  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  to 
provide  conservation  education  materials  to 
state  school  teachers  — 1965. 

Constitution  adopted  September  28,  1776  — 
revised  1790,  1838,  1873. 

Cooperative  Farm-Game  Program  extended  to 
entire  state  — 1945. 

Cooperative  Farm-Game  Program  started  — 
1936. 

Costs  — Record  costs  not  paid  by  the  defendant 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Game  Commission  and 
not  by  the  county  as  in  the  past  — 1953. 

Costs  — The  Pennsylvania  Game  Commission 
is  directed  to  pay  the  costs  when  a game 
protector  or  any  other  officer  named  in  the 
bill  fails  to  prove  his  case  and  the  defendant 
is  discharged  or  convicted  and  sent  to  jail  in 
lieu  of  payment  of  fine  — 1955. 


Deer,  all-time  record  harvest  for  state  for  single 
year  — 186,575  in  1940. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer  — first  statewide  season  — 
1938  — 171,662  taken. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer  (special  doe)  permits  first 
established  — $5.00  — 1923. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer  permits  reduced  from 

$5.00  to  $2.00  — 1925. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer  permits  reduced  from 

$2.00  to  $1.00—  1939. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer  licenses  increased  from 

$1.00  to  $1.10—1951. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer  licenses  increased  from 

$1.10  to  $1.15  — 1952. 


PENNSYLVANIA! 


Bounty  Rates  £ 
on  Species  of  F 


RED 

WOLF 

W)LF 

VTOLF 

RED 

POXES 

PANTHERS 

YEAR 

DATE 

DOG 

FEJiALE 

ADULT 

WOLF  PUPS 

FOXES 

PUPS 

ADULT 

1683 

10  S 

15  S 

1693 

11  S 

15  S 

1700 

10  S 

1705 

25  S 

1717 

20  S 

10  S 

1 S 

1724 
1729 
1749  a 

20  S 

7S  6D 

3 D 

1782 

25  S 

15  S 

1802 

$ 8.00 

$ 2.50 

$ e.oo 

1806 

3.00 

1819 

12.00 

5.00 

$.3?i 

12.00 

1840  b 

25.00 

25.00 

1041  c 

12.-20. 

2.50-10. 

$ .50 

.25-1.00 

12.-16. 

1847  d 

25.00 

5.00 

1851  e 
1853  f 

12.00 

1.00 

1866  g 

1868  h 

1869  i 

20.00 

2.00 

25.00 

1885  j 

6-23 

.50 

1887 

5-15 

10.00 

1889 

4-25 

$10.00 

1.00 

1897 

7-9 

1.00 

1907 

4-10 

2.00 

1913  k 

7-25 

1915 

4-15 

2.00 

1919 

5-23 

2.00 

1921  - 

4-1 

2.00 

1923 

5-1 

2.00 

1929  1 

5-14 

1937  m-n 

10-1 

1939  m-o 

5-31 

1940  q-m-o 

7-1 

4.00 

1942  m-o 

3-31 

P 

1944  m 

7-15 

1945  m-r 

7-16 

4.00 

1947  m-r 

7-16 

4.00 

1947  m-r-s 

9-16 

4.00 

1948  m-r-s 

6-1 

4.00 

1949  m-r-s 

6-1 

4.00 

1949  m 

8-1 

P 

1950  m-t 

6-1 

P 

1951  t-u 

6-1 

4.00 

1953  v 

6-1 

4.00 

1954  V 

6-1 

4.00 

1958  V 

6-1 

4.00 

1959  v-w 

6-1 

4.00 

1962  v-w 

7-1 

4.00 

1963  X 

7-1 

4.00 

1964  v-w 

7-1 

4.00 

1965  v-w 

7-1 

4.00 

1966  w 

e 

1683  - 1782.  English  Law  and  Money 
S — Shilling  D — Pence 
1802,  American  Money  Introduced 

a English  Law  placed  a bounty  on  squirrels,  excepting  ground  and 
flying,  at  three  pence  per  head. 

b Counties  of  Luieme,  Susquehanna,  Wayne,  Pike,  Jefferson,  McKean, 
Tioga,  Potter,  Bradford  and  Monroe  on  wolf  and  panther, 
c Counties  of  Franklin,  Cumberland,  Bedford  and  Indiana  on  wolf  and 
panther  and  Bedford  on  red  fox,  wild  cat  and  mink. 

REPEAL  of  bounty  lavs  on  wolves,  foxes  and  wild  cats  in  Armstrong, 
Clearfield,  Pike,  Lancaster,  York  and  Fayette  counties  was  effected 
in  1845.  Bounty  on  wolves  was  changed  to  $12.00;  Wolf  Pups,  $2.50; 
Wild  Cats,  37^^  and  Panther,  $12.00  in  Monroe  County, 
d Counties  of  Monroe,  Pike,  Potter  and  Westmoreland  on  wolves  and  all 
conflicting  acts  were  repealed, 
e Dauphin  and  Fayette  counties  on  foxes, 
f McKean  county  on  wolves. 

REPEAL  of  bounty  laws  on  foxes  in  Schuylkill  and  Greene  counties 
in  1854. 

REPEAL  of  boiinty  laws  in  Cumberland  county  in  1862. 
g Counties  of  Dauphin,  Lycoming  and  Clarion  on  wild  cats, 
h Cameron  county  on  wolves  and  panthers  and  Lycoming  county  on  balance 
of  above  listed  vermin, 
i Luzerne  county  on  wild  cats. 

REPEAL  bounty  laws  in  Lycoming  county  in  1880. 
j All  owls  except  the  Arcadian,  Screech,  or  Bam  varieties, 
k Sharp-shinned  hawks  and  Great  homed  owls. 


SPECIAL  NOTE:  In  addition  to  bounties  paid  on  wild  birds  and  animals  shown  a 
only;  HAWKS  — $.50  on  all  hawks  in  1885  and  on  Sharp-shinned  havdcs  only  in  1 C 
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I 


lis  COMMISSIOK 

jjffective  Dates 
|jcors  Indicated 


E 

WILD  CATS 

WILD 

CATS 

YOUNG 

GRAY 

FOXES 

SKUNKS 

MINK 

WEASEL 

HAWKS 

OWLS 

GOS- 

HAWKS 

FLEDC- 

UNGS 

GREAT 

HORNED 

OWLS 

FLELG— 

UNGS 

r~ 

$ 1.00 

$ .25 

.37^-1.50 

.75 

$.25 

5.00 

1.00 

$2.00 

$ .50 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

2.00 

.50 

.50 

$ .50 

$ .50 

i.50 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

.25 

2.00 

1.00 

.50 

4.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

.50 

.50 

$ .50 

6.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

8.00 

2.00 

1.00 

2.00 

8.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.50 

15.00 

4.00 

1.00 

15.00 

4.00 

1.00 

5.00 

P 

4.00 

.50 

2.00 

$1.00 

$2.00 

$1.00 

4.00 

.50 

2.00 

1.00 

P 

p 

4.00 

.50 

2.00 

1.00 

P 

p 

4.00 

.50 

2.00 

1.00 

P 

p 

4.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

4.00 

2.00 

4.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

4.00 

2.00 

4.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

4.00 

2.00 

4.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

4.00 

2.00 

4.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

4.00 

2.00 

4.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

4.00 

2.00 

4.00 

1.00 

5.00 

2.50 

5.00 

2.50 

4.00 

1.00 

5.00 

2.50 

5.00 

2.50 

4.00 

1.00 

P 

P 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

1.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

p 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

P 

P 

- P - 

1 

m 

n 


0 

P 

q 

r 

s 

t 

u 

V 


I 


V 


X 


Goshawks  killed  between  November  1 and  the  following  May  1. 

Gray  fox  - excepting  Chester  and  Delaware  counties. 

Goshawks,  Great  homed  owls  and  fledglings  of  each  killed  between 
November  1 and  May  31. 

Goshawks,  fledglings  killed  between  November  1 and  May  31. 

Bounty  removed. 

Red  Fox  - bounty  applies  only  in  Divisions  ''C",  "E"  and  ”F”. 

Red  Fox  - excepting  Chester  and  Delaware  counties. 

Red  Fox  - bounty  discontinued  in  Bucks  and  Montgomery  counties. 
Gray  Fox  - under  opinion  of  Attorney  General  November  bounties 
can  be  paid  on  foxes  trapped  in  Chester  and  Delaware  counties. 

Red  Fox  - under  opinion  of  Attorney  General  November  bounties 
can  be  paid  on  foxes  trapped  in  Chester  and  Delaware  counties. 
Great  homed  owl  - except  for  those  killed  in  November  and 
December  1953  to  1957.  Bounties  discontinued  from  the  opening 
date  of  the  small  game  season  through  to  December  31  for  the 
years  from  1958  to  1962,  also  the  year  1964.  On  October  16,  1965 
bounties  were  removed  indefinitely.  For  the  year  1963,  see  ”x" 
below. 

Bounty  on  foxes  discontinued  from  the  opening  date  of  the  small 
game  season  to  December  31  for  the  years  from  1959  to  1962,  also 
the  year  1964,  and  for  the  year  1965,  from  October  16  to 
January  1,  1966  inclusive.  For  the  year  1963,  see  "x”  below. 
Bounty  removed  July  1,  1966  indefinitely. 

By  the  Governor’s  ProcJLamation  and  Resolution,  bounties  were  dis- 
continued from  October  18,12  o'clock  noon  to  December  31,  1963 
inclusive. 


I,  bounty  payments  were  also  made  on  the  following:  SKUNKS  — $.50  in  1868 

I OWLS  — $.50  on  all  species  except  Arcadian,  Screech  and  Bam  owls  in  1885. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ANNUAL  BOUNTY  PAYMENTS 


JUNE  1 
TO 

MAY  31 

WILD 

CATS 

GRAY 

FOXES 

RED 

POXES 

MINKS 

WEASELS 

*1915-1916 

792 

4,748 

4,911 

4,014 

28,225 

1916-1917 

432 

3,758 

3,360 

6,022 

44,631 

1917-1918 

297 

3,287 

2,790 

4,248 

30,397 

1918-1919 

459 

4,446 

4,351 

5,549 

31,943 

1919-1920 

320 

4,718 

2,408 

2,270 

48,885 

1920-1921 

291 

3,068 

3,044 

4,058 

53,383 

1921-1922 

412 

5,393 

3,720 

60 

74,142 

1922-1923 

351 

4,530 

2.991 

- 

50,548 

1923-1924 

617 

7,730 

4,961 

1 

44,488 

1924-1925 

438 

7,177 

4,109 

- 

22,583 

1925-1926 

507 

8,339 

5,993 

37,353 

1926-1927 

353 

6,648 

4,437 

_ 

37,868 

1927-1928 

416 

9,980 

6,046 

- 

63,610 

1928-1929 

278 

6,955 

2,973 

- 

50,335 

1929-1930 

190 

7,917 

13 

- 

84,370 

1930-1931 

183 

6,458 

- 

- 

55,381 

1931-1932 

191 

6,567 

- 

- 

45,984 

1932-1933 

211 

9,392 

- 

- 

78,656 

1933-1934 

181 

9,337 

- 

- 

88,578 

1934-1935 

155 

9.487 

_ 

- 

73.514 

1935-1936 

97 

8,408 

- 

- 

77,697 

1936-1937 

131 

9,790 

- 

- 

80,843 

1937-1938 

3 

8,919 

- 

- 

29,200 

1938-1939 

- 

9,432 

- 

- 

40,867 

1939-1940 

- 

10,519 

- 

- 

36,581 

1940-1941 

- 

9,503 

6,612 

_ 

21,068 

1941-1942 

- 

6,646 

4,585 

- 

13,988 

1942-1943 

- 

8,032 

2 

- 

16.509 

1943-1944 

- 

10,354 

- 

- 

13,946 

1944-1945 

_ 

10  230 

- 

- 

5,487 

1945-1946 

- 

19,144 

26,480 

- 

12,230 

1946-1947 

- 

20,985 

26,679 

- 

21,279 

1947-1948 

- 

16,951 

16,606 

- 

18,807 

1948-1949 

- 

17,770 

17,561 

- 

20,263 

1949-1950 

_ 

15,856 

1,314 

_ 

19,991 

1950-1951 

- 

14,296 

_ 

- 

8.207 

1951-1952 

- 

24,764 

26,462 

- 

12,540 

1952-1953 

- 

17,574 

17,969 

- 

8,936 

1953-1954 

- 

14,730 

16,266 

- 

10,757 

1954-1955 

- 

11,720 

15,609 

- 

226 

1955-1956 

- 

11,323 

15,915 

- 

- 

1956-1957 

- 

11,816 

17,849 

- 

- 

1957-1958 

- 

11,006 

18,125 

- 

- 

1958-1959 

- 

9,004 

17,667 

- 

- 

1959-1960 

- 

8,207 

16,087 

- 

- 

1960-1961 

- 

7,586 

15,502 

- 

- 

**1961-1962 

8,951 

18,406 

- 

- 

***1962-1963 

- 

7,881 

14,089 

- 

- 

1963-1964 

- 

9,555 

16,318 

- 

- 

1964-1965 

_ 

10,062 

17,101 

- 

- 

1965-1966 

- 

8,544 

16,816 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

7,305 

499,493 

416,127 

26,222 

1,514,296 

* April  15,  1915  to  May  31,  1916.  **  13  Months  - change 
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X)S- 

lAWKS 

GREAT 

HORNED 

OWLS 

CLAIMS 

BOUNTY 

PAYMOTTS 

ADMINISTRATION 

. 

. 

$ 56,309.00 

(Administrative 

_ 

- 

- 

67,481.00 

costs  not  kept 

- 

- 

- 

48,581.00 

separately  dur- 

- 

- 

- 

57,841.00 

ing  this  period 

_ 

_ 

- 

U3,810.00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

124,712.00 

- 

- 

- 

134,322.50 

- 

- 

28.545 

93,720.50 

- 

- 

26,550 

95,993.50 

$ 11,368.70 

_ 

- 

16,999 

66,152.00 

19,802.88 

- 

- 

22,790 

90,316.00 

23,176.58 

- 

- 

21,755 

78.627.50 

22.302.44 

- 

- 

34,670 

121,860.00 

27,724.44 

- 

- 

29,345 

88,271.00 

25,185.86 

76 

- 

40,479 

119,294.00 

25,944.24 

28 

- 

30,020 

84.098.00 

32.211.33 

46 

- 

24,069 

75,347.50 

31,557.94 

64 

- 

35,370 

119,709.00 

28,668.75 

68 

- 

40,679 

128,981.00 

29,458.63 

172 

- 

38.023 

114,647.00 

23,922,93 

701 

- 

39,958 

116,289.00 

10,835.71 

1,080 

- 

42,190 

127,368.00 

10,024,35 

144 

751 

17,752 

54,657.50 

8,091.32 

52 

1,046 

19.307 

60,269.50 

8,372.36 

82 

44 

19,004 

60,613.50 

10,307.83 

31 

- 

14,637 

75,051.00 

10,472.41 

29 

- 

10,431 

51,973.00 

9,801.50 

15 

_ 

8.978 

40,417.50 

8.782.39 

60 

- 

9,968 

48,509.00 

9,580.09 

23 

643 

8,246 

48,856.00 

14,835.31 

118 

1,291 

20,548 

200,001.00 

12,014.78 

70 

1.464 

23,029 

217.840.00 

15.367.68 

22 

1,429 

19,715 

158,697.00 

14,661.03 

23 

1,836 

19,650 

168,841.00 

15,122.62 

44 

1,942 

15,792 

98,255.00 

13,211.08 

32 

1,477 

10,328 

72.732.50 

14,272.49 

- 

1,714 

18,830 

226,014.00 

21,778,11 

- 

1,688 

15,476 

159,548.00 

17,314.36 

- 

1,237 

14,191 

140,926.00 

18,278.80 

- 

1,233 

10,219 

115.707.00 

15,765.57 

- 

1,091 

9,989 

114,407.00 

U, 873. 55 

- 

1,234 

10,459 

124,830.00 

13,036.58 

- 

1,115 

9,892 

122,099.00 

14,694.80 

- 

1,047 

8,887 

111.919.00 

15,953.61 

- 

1,103 

6,620 

102,691.00 

14,728.62 

- 

1,222 

6,395 

98,462.00 

16,657.37 

- 

1,406 

7,826 

116,458.00 

15,168.30 

- 

1,203 

6,145 

93.895.00 

11,838.52 

- 

1,080 

6,549 

108,892.00 

12,175.52 

- 

1,081 

6,416 

114,057.00 

12,114.40 

- 

231 

5.759 

102.595.00 

12.987.78 

2,980 

29,608 

832,480 

5,332,944.00 

of  fiscal  year.  New  fiscal  year  July  1 to  June  30. 


junty  Claims  by  Counties  under  the  1913  Bounty  Act  $320,000.00 

;ss:  Fraudulent  Claims  32,535.00 

pproved  Payments  ^2877465.00 


DATE  OF  1913  BOUNTY  ACT.  JULY  25.  1913 


Deer,  antlerless,  killed  by  special  agents  of 
Game  Commission  in  two  counties  (Cumber- 
land and  Lycoming)  because  of  over-abun- 
dance — 1927. 

Deer,  bow  and  arrow,  special  open  season,  au- 
thorized Commission  to  establish,  under  a 
special  $2.00  archery  license  — 1951. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  with  “horns  visible 
above  the  hair”  — 1909. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  with  antlers  2 inches 
above  the  hair — 1913. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  with  antlers  4 inches 
above  the  top  of  the  skull — 1921. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  with  2 or  more 
points  to  one  antler,  provided  that  a deer 
with  an  antler  6 inches  or  more  long  without 
points  shall  be  considered  legal  — 1923. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  only  with  2 or  more 
points  to  one  antler  — 1925. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  only  with  2 or  more 
points  to  one  antler  or  a spike  3 inches  or 
longer  — 1953. 

Deer,  buckshot  banned  for  hunting  — 1905. 

Deer,  buckshot  required  (single  ball  ammuni- 
tion prohibited)  for  deer  hunting  in  certain 
area(s)  designated  by  Game  Commission  — 
1964. 

Deer,  camp  limit  established — 1917;  removed 
in  1950. 

Deer,  dogs  first  barred  from  mnning — 1873. 

Deer,  farmers  permitted  to  retain  carcass  for 
food  when  killed  because  of  damage  to  crops 

— 1925. 

Deer,  first  Pennsylvania  Buck  Law  was  passed 

— 1907. 

Deer,  first  protected  in  Pennsylvania  by  Provin- 
cial Law  — 1721. 
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Deer,  first  stocked  in  1906  — 50  from  Michigan. 
A total  of  1,192  purchased  from  1906  to 
1925,  including  524  from  Pennsylvania  deal- 
ers, 417  from  Michigan,  16  from  Ohia,  16 
from  Kentucky,  21  from  Maine,  64  from 
New  Jersey,  50  from  North  Carolina  and  84 
from  New  Hampshire. 

Deer  food  and  cover  — The  sum  of  $1.00  from 
the  sale  of  every  antlerless  deer  license  re- 
quired to  be  used  solely  for  cutting  or  other- 
wise removing  overshadowing  tree  growth,  to 
produce  underbrush  sprouts  and  saplings  for 
deer  food  and  cover  on  game  land  — 1956. 

Deer  hides,  sale  by  original  owner  legal  within 
90  days  close  of  previous  season  — 1943. 

Deer,  hunting  parties  — No  group  shall  consist 
of  more  than  25  persons  — 1961. 

Deer,  hunting  with  deer  hounds  first  forbidden 
— 1897. 

Deer,  landowners  given  right  to  kill  for  damage 
to  crops  — 1923. 

Deer-proof  fence  law,  first  one  passed  — 1923. 

Deer,  record  harvest  for  single  county  for 
single  year  — 18,056  reported  taken  in  Elk 
County  — 1940. 

Deer,  salt  licks  for  killing  first  forbidden  — 
1897. 

Deer,  scientific  experiments  first  started  in  1928 
in  Clearfield  County  by  Vernon  Bailey;  also 
in  1929.  In  1930  laurel  and  rhododendron 
experiments  at  State  College,  and  sex  ratio 
at  Pine  Grove  Furnace.  Numerous  other  ex- 
periments and  studies  at  various  times  and 
locations  since  then. 

Deer  seasons,  antlerless.  Game  Commission 
given  power  to  declare  — 1923. 

Deer  seasons,  antlerless,  increased  to  six  days 
in  length  in  designated  section  of  southeastern 
Pennsylvania  — 1964;  increased  to  three 
weeks  in  length  in  buckshot  area  of  south- 
eastern Pennsylvania  — 1965. 

Deer  seasons,  antlerless,  may  be  extended  be- 
cause of  inclement  weather  — 1966;  because 
of  inadequate  harvest  — 1968. 

Deer  seasons,  antlerless,  procedure  liberalized 
for  abrogating  — 1949. 

Deer  seasons,  antlerless,  procedure  for  abrogat- 
ing eliminated  — 1951. 

Deer  skins  to  make  vests  for  members  of  armed 
forces  — hunters  urged  to  donate  — 1942. 

Deer  seasons,  special  antlerless.  Game  Commis- 
sion given  power  to  declare,  under  a county 
quota  system  (with  no  abrogation  permitted) 
with  antlerless  deer  licenses  costing  $1.15 
each,  such  licenses  to  be  issued  only  by 
county  treasurer  of  county  where  applicant 
desires  to  hunt  — 1952. 
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Deer,  Special  Antlerless  Seasons; 

1923  — December  19-21.  Washington  and 
Quincy  Townships,  Franklin  County,  100 
licenses  allotted  at  $5.00  each.  8 legal  and 
1 illegal  deer  taken. 

1924  — December  18-20.  Parts  of  Brown, 
Union  and  Menno  Townships,  Mifflin 
County,  and  parts  of  Logan,  West  Porter 
and  Barree  Townships,  Huntingdon  County. 
Mifflin:  212  licenses  at  $5.00  each  — 49 
legal  and  7 illegal  deer  taken;  Huntingdon: 
244  licenses  at  $5.00  each  — 77  legal  and 
9 illegal  deer  taken. 

1925  — December  18-19-21-22.  Parts  of 
Adams,  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Hunting- 
don, Mifflin  and  Perry  Counties.  Licenses 
$2.00.  Adams:  694  paid,  163  free  licenses* 
— 89  legal  and  4 illegal  deer  taken.  Cum- 
berland; 918  paid,  65  free  licenses  — 127 
legal  and  3 illegal  deer  taken.  Franklin: 
700  paid,  78  free  licenses — 130  legal  and 
1 illegal  deer  taken.  Huntingdon:  1,386 
paid,  107  free  licenses  — 300  legal  and  7 
illegal  deer  taken.  Mifflin:  813  paid,  81 
free  licenses  — 167  legal  and  6 illegal  deer 
taken.  Perry:  496  paid,  212  free  licenses  — 
126  legal  and  1 illegal  deer  taken. 

1926  — December  17-18-20-21.  Parts  of  Clear- 
field, Huntingdon  and  Monroe  Counties. 
2,800  licenses  allotted  in  Clearfield  County; 
959  paid,  2.50  free  — 354  legal  and  14 
illegal  deer  taken.  2,400  licenses  allotted 
in  Huntingdon  County;  2,219  paid,  178 
free  — 800  legal  and  9 illegal  deer  taken. 
2,000  licenses  allotted  in  Monroe  County; 
1,504  paid,  40  free  — 141  legal,  12  illegal 
deer  taken. 

1928  — First  statewide  season  declared  in  all 
but  16  counties.  December  1-15.  Weight 
not  less  than  50  pounds  dressed.  51  coun- 
ties open;  78,668  paid  and  13,236  free 
licenses  issued  — 25,097  legal  and  1,593 
illegal  deer  taken. 

1930  — November  27-29.  23  counties  or 
parts  of  counties  open.  Weight  not  less 
than  60  pounds  dressed.  31,623  paid  and 
5,450  free  licenses  issued  — 5,979  legal 
and  1,003  illegal  deer  taken. 

1931  — December  1-15.  First  statewide  sea- 
son for  both  sexes,  except  those  with 
visible  spike  antler  or  antlers  without 
points,  weight  not  less  than  40  pounds 
dressed.  24,796  legal  antlered  and  70,255 
legal  antlerless  deer  taken. 

° Free  licenses  issued  to  landowners,  lessees,  farm  occupants, 
etc. 
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1935  — December  12-14.  Fourteen  counties 
only.  46,668  legal  antlerless  deer  taken. 

1938  — November  28  - December  3.  First 
statewide  season  for  antlerless  deer  only. 
171,662  taken. 

1939  — December  14-15.  Forest  and  Warren 
Counties,  that  part  of  Potter  County  north 
of  Route  6,  and  that  part  of  Jefferson 
County  northwest  of  Route  19.  No  permits 
required.  14,581  taken. 

1940  — December  2-14.  Statewide  except 
three  counties  — Cumberland,  Fulton  and 
Juniata  — closed  for  antlerless  deer.  Both 
sexes  legal  except  those  with  visible  spike 
antler  or  antlers  without  points.  40,995 
antlered  and  145,580  antlerless  deer  taken 
— total  186,575,  largest  annual  harvest 
ever  in  Pennsylvania. 

1943  — December  13-15.  Cameron,  Lycom- 
ing, McKean,  Potter,  Sullivan,  Tioga  and 
Warren  Counties.  49,239  permits  issued  at 
$1.00  each.  14,951  antlerless  deer  taken. 

1945  — December  1-15.  Combined  season. 
All  or  parts  of  eleven  southeastern  counties. 
No  permits  required.  1,085  antlerless  deer 
taken. 

1946  — December  9-14.  Buck  season  closed 
during  this  period.  All  or  parts  of  six  north- 
eastern counties:  Carbon,  Luzerne,  Schuyl- 
kill, Susquehanna,  Wayne  and  Wyoming. 
28,925  permits  at  $1.00  each.  4,209  taken. 

1947 — December  13  (one  day  only  following 
statewide  season  for  bucks,  without  per- 
mits). Statewide,  with  exception  of  Fulton 
County.  63,568  taken. 

1949  — December  10  (one  day  only  follow- 
ing statewide  season  for  bucks,  without 
permits).  Statewide,  with  exception  of 
these  counties:  Bedford,  Clearfield,  Forest, 
Franklin,  Fulton,  Greene  and  Perry.  84,121 
antlerless  deer  taken  in  ten  hours  or  at  the 
rate  of  140  per  minute  — probably  a U.  S. 
record. 

1950  — November  27-28.  Statewide,  with 
exception  of  Bedford,  Cameron,  Centre, 
Clearfield,  Clinton,  Elk,  Franklin,  Fulton, 
Juniata,  Mifflin,  Perry,  Pike,  Snyder  and 
Sullivan  Counties,  without  permits.  31,515 
deer  taken. 

1951  — December  14-15.  Statewide.  225,000 
licenses  authorized  to  be  issued  — 60  per- 
cent (135,000)  by  county  treasurers  and 
40  percent  (90,000)  by  Department  of 
Revenue  — at  $1.10  each  (223,070  actu- 
ally issued).  37,952  antlerless  deer  taken. 
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1952  — December  15-17.  Statewide.  224,660 
antlerless  deer  licenses  authorized,  224,631 
licenses  issued  by  county  treasurers,  $1.15 
each.  37,829  deer  taken. 

1953  — December  14-15.  Statewide.  103,765 
licenses  authorised,  103,754  issued  by 
county  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  16,252  ant- 
lerless deer  taken. 

1955  — December  12-13.  Statewide.  240,250 
licenses  authorized,  238,488  issued  by 

county  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  41,111  deer 
taken. 

1957  — December  16-18.  Statewide.  336,500 

licenses  authorized,  334,660  issued  by 

county  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  55,862  deer 
taken. 

1958  — December  15-17.  Statewide.  350,700 

licenses  authorized,  349,054  issued  by 

county  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  65,187  deer 
taken. 

1959  — December  14-16.  Statewide.  371,550 

licenses  authorized,  369,408  issued  by 

county  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  51,902  ant- 
lerless deer  taken. 

1960  — December  17.  Statewide.  230,050  li- 
censes authorized,  229,535  issued  by 
county  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  29,887  legal 
antlerless  deer  taken. 

1961  — - December  18.  Statewide,  except  Let- 

terkenny  Aimy  Ordnance  Depot  Ammuni- 
tion Area  (Franklin  County) — December 
16  and  18.  211,600  licenses  authorized, 

210,840  issued  by  county  treasurers,  $1.15 
each.  17,327  deer  taken. 

1962  — December  17.  Statewide,  except  Let- 

terkenny  — December  15  and  17.  201,600 
licenses  authorized,  201,431  issued  by 

cou.ity  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  30,647  antler- 
less deer  taken. 

1963  — December  16-17.  Statewide,  except 
Letterkenny  — December  14,  16  and  17. 
204,450  licenses  authorized,  204,068  issued 
by  county  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  36,212 
deer  taken. 

1964  — December  14-15  statewide;  Decem- 
ber 16-19  in  parts  of  Bucks,  Chester,  Dela- 
ware and  Montgomery  Counties.  274,800 
licenses  authorized,  274,799  issued  by 
county  treasurers,  $1.15  each.  41,903  ant- 
lerless deer  taken. 

1965  — December  13-14  statewide;  Novem- 
ber 29  - December  1 1 in  Delaware  and 
parts  of  Bucks,  Chester  and  Montgomery 
Counties;  December  11,  Letterkenny;  De- 
cember 15-18  in  Chester,  Delaware  and 
Montgomery  Counties  and  parts  of  Berks 
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and  Bucks  Counties.  262,300  licenses  au- 
thorized, 261,283  issued  by  county  trea- 
surers, $1.15  each.  34,638  antlerless  deer 
taken. 

1966  — December  12-13  statewide;  Novem- 
ber 28  - December  10  in  parts  of  Bucks, 
Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery  Coun- 
ties; December  10,  Letterkenny;  December 
14-17  in  Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgom- 
ery Counties  and  parts  of  Berks  and  Bucks 
Counties.  380,900  licenses  authorized, 
376,598  issued  by  county  treasurers,  $1.15 
each.  60,031  antlerless  deer  taken. 

1967  — December  11,  12,  15,  16  statewide; 
November  27  - December  9 in  parts  of 
Bucks,  Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery 
Counties;  December  9,  Letterkenny;  De- 
cember 13,  14  in  Chester,  Delaware  and 
Montgomery  Counties  and  parts  of  Berks 
and  Bucks  Counties.  445,400  licenses  au- 
thorized, 444,913  issued  by  county  trea- 
surers, $1.15  each.  66,147  antlerless  deer 
taken. 

1968  — December  16,  17,  21  statewide;  De- 
cember 2-14  in  parts  of  Bucks,  Chester, 
Delaware  and  Montgomery  Counties;  De- 
cember 14,  Letterkenny;  December  18-20 
in  Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery 
Counties  and  parts  of  Berks  and  Bucks 
Counties.  482,550  licenses  authorized 
(highest  number  in  history),  479,816 
issued  by  county  treasurers,  $1.15  each. 
79,836  antlerless  deer  taken. 

1969  — December  15-16  statewide;  Decem- 
ber 1-13  in  parts  of  Bucks,  Chester,  Dela- 
ware and  Montgomery  Counties;  Decem- 
ber 13,  Letterkenny;  December  17-20  in 
Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery  Coun- 
ties and  parts  of  Berks  and  Bucks  Coun- 
ties. 379,000  licenses  authorized,  383,329 
issued  by  county  treasurers  (armed  forces 
personnel  eligible  for  licenses  regardless  of 
number  authorized),  $1.15  each.  56,761 
antlerless  deer  taken. 


Deer,  special  antlerless  seasons  — law  amended, 
increasing  the  license  fee  from  $1.10  to  $1.15 
and  providing  that  antlerless  deer  hunting 
licenses  shall  be  issued  solely  by  the  county 
treasurers  in  counties  where  such  deer  may 
be  hunted  and  taken  — 1952. 

Deer,  taken  during  archery  seasons  — Game 
Commission  given  authority  to  designate 
which  deer  may  be  taken — 1961. 

Definition  of  the  word  “each”  in  Game  Law, 
Section  101,  added,  to  include  “the  whole  or 
any  substantial  part  or  parts”  — 1956. 

Disabled  persons  (paraplegics,  hemiplegics, 
etc.)  may  hunt  from  a vehicle  under  special 
permit  for  $1.00  — 1965. 

Disabled  persons  permanently  confined  to  a 
wheelchair  or  who  must  use  crutches  or  other 
similar  means  of  support  to  pursue  daily  ac- 
tivities may  hunt  from  vehicle  under  special 
permit  — 1967. 

Disabled  veterans  having  hunting  licenses  and 
suffering  from  paraplegia  or  hemiplegia,  or 
who  have  suffered  amputation  of  both  feet  or 
one  hand  and  one  foot  authorized  to  hunt 
from  an  automobile  or  other  vehicle  under 
free  special  permit  issued  by  Game  Commis- 
sion — 1951.  Repealed  1965. 

Doe  License  Law  — first  one  passed  — 1923. 

Dog  training  areas,  hunting  big  game  on  - — 
Holders  of  permits  for  such  areas  authorized 
to  allow  the  public  to  hunt  bear  and  deer 
thereon  — 1957. 

Dog  training  areas,  in  any  one  county,  may  be 
increased  from  4 to  6 — 1949.  May  be  in- 
creased from  6 to  8 — 1959. 

Dog  training  areas,  special  ones  authorized  — 
1941. 

Dog  training  preserves  first  established  in  state 
— 1937. 

Dog  training  season  lengthened  to  extend  from 
August  1 to  March  31,  instead  of  August  20 
to  March  31  — 1952. 

Dogs,  aliens  may  possess  or  own  — 1957. 
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Dogs,  first  barred  from  running  deer  and  elk  — 


Dogs,  use  of  in  hunting  deer  first  forbidden  — 


Dogs,  use  prohibited  in  hunting  and  chasing 
bears  — 1935. 

Dogs  working  on  wild  game  in  field  trials, 
period  extended  15  days  to  include  full 
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Donations,  Game  Commission  may  receive  — 
Commission  authorized  to  accept  donations 
from  any  person,  firm,  corporation  or  asso- 
ciation — 1957. 

Doves,  mourning,  put  on  open  shooting  list  — 


Drumming  Log,  house  organ  of  Commission, 
begun  as  a personnel  bulletin,  containing 
official  notices  from  executive  office  and  divi- 
sion chiefs  and  current  news  — 1962.  Origi- 
nally created  October  2,  1951,  as  a report  on 
current  events  to  give  commissioners  (and 
key  personnel  later)  information  on  important 
things  accomplished  between  meetings  and 
as  a result  of  Commission  action. 


1873. 


1897. 


1945. 


Ducks  — spring  shooting  prohibited  — 1897. 

Ducks  — The  Game  Commission  started  rear- 
ing wild  ducks  from  purchased  ducklings  on 
a farm  on  State  Game  Lands  No.  213, 
Crawford  County,  and  started  banding  ma- 
ture birds  — 1951. 

Ducks  — Commission  designated  the  farm 
where  wild  ducks  are  reared  and  banded  on 
State  Game  Lands  No.  213  as  the  State  Wild 
Waterfowl  Farm  — 1956. 


Elk,  dogs  first  barred  from  running  — 1873. 

Elk,  first  open  season  — 1923. 

Elk,  first  purchased  in  1913  — 50  from  Yellow- 
stone National  Park  and  22  from  private  pre- 
serve in  Pike  County;  in  1915,  another  95 
were  purchased  from  Yellowstone  National 
Park;  in  1924,  another  6 were  purchased  from 
Wind  Cave  Game  Preserve  in  South  Dakota; 
and  in  1926,  another  4 were  purchased  from 
Wind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  South  Dakota. 


Elk,  given  protection  (no  open  season  there- 
after) — 1931. 

Elk,  last  native  one  in  Pennsylvania  killed  about 
1867. 

Elk,  stocked  in  Pennsylvania  as  follows:  Blair, 
7;  Carbon,  24;  Cameron,  24;  Centre,  10; 
Clearfield,  25;  Clinton,  25;  Elk,  10;  Forest, 
10;  Monroe,  18;  Potter,  24. 

Elk,  98  harvested  from  first  season  in  1923 
through  last  season  in  1931.  Harvests  by 
years;  1923,  23;  1924,  10;  1925,  6;  1926,  9; 
1927,  26;  1928,  6;  1929,  12;  1930,  5;  1931,  1. 

Enforcement  procedure,  nearest  available  mag- 
istrate — All  summary  offenses  under  the 
Game  Law  to  be  commenced  before  the 
nearest  available  magistrate,  alderman  or 
justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  city,  borough 
or  township  in  county  where  the  alleged 
violation  occurred  — 1957.  See  change  under 
Prosecution  — 1968. 
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English  sparrow,  removal  of  protection  from  — 
1883. 

Executive  director  — new  title  of  executive  sec- 
retary — 1937. 

Extradition,  first  from  another  state  (New 
Jersey)  made  for  a Game  Law  violation  — 


Farm-Game  Cooperative  Program  started  — 
1936. 

Farm-Game  Cooperative  Program  extended  to 
entire  state  — 1945. 

Ferrets,  unlawful  to  use  in  hunting  game  — 
1873. 

Field  acknowledgment  of  guilt  in  Game  Law 
violation  first  authorized  — 1909. 

Field  acknowledgment  of  guilt  — settlement  of 
certain  violations  by  field  acknowledgment  of 
guilt  clarified  by  eliminating  offenses  desig- 
nated as  misdemeanors  or  felonies  — 1949. 

Field  conferences  and  schools  of  instruction: 

First  — Harrisburg,  August,  1920. 

Second  — Crystal  Springs  Club,  Clearfield 
County,  August,  1923. 

Third  — Conneaut  Lake,  August  4-5-6,  1924. 
Fourth  — Park  Hotel,  Williamsport,  July  13- 
14-15,  1925. 

Fifth  — Capitol,  in  Harrisburg,  October  5-6-7, 
1927. 

Sixth  — Mount  Gretna,  early  fall,  1930.  First 
in-service  training  classes  were  held  at  the 
Training  School  between  July  31  and  Sep- 
tember 11,  1932  — 6 one-week  classes. 
Seventh  — Military  Reservation  at  Indian- 
town  Gap  (now  Edward  Martin  Military 
Reservation),  August  29  - September  1, 
1948. 

Eighth — Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School,  June 
12-16,  1954. 

Ninth  — Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School,  June 
12-16,  1955. 
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Tenth  — Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School,  Au- 
gust 26-30,  1956. 

Eleventh  — Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School, 
August  25-28,  1957. 

Twelfth  • — • Pennsylvania  State  University, 

June  26-29,  1966. 

Thirteenth  — Pennsylvania  State  University, 
July  21-24,  1969. 

Field  division  headquarters  (offices  and  storage 
buildings) — built  or  purchased  from  funds 
derived  from  royalties  for  oil  and  gas  wells 
drilled  on  State  Game  Lands: 

Southwest  Division — dedicated  April  6,  1957. 
Northeast  Division  — dedicated  April  20, 
1961. 

Southeast  Division  — dedicated  September  2, 
1961. 

Northwest  Division  — dedicated  October  20, 
1961. 

Southcentral  Division  — dedicated  April  27, 
1968. 

Field  divisions  of  Game  Gommission  reduced 
from  7 to  6,  divisions  and  districts  realigned 
— June  1,  1950. 

Field  officers  first  uniformed  — 1929;  first  re- 
quired to  be  in  uniform  at  all  times  while  on 
duty  — 1968. 

Field 'trials,  period  extended  for  dogs  working 
on  wild  game  by  15  days,  to  include  full  month 
of  April  — 1949. 

Field  trials,  period  for  holding  field  trials  under 
permit  extended  from  close  of  dog  training 
season  (March  31)  to  July  31  (instead  of 
April  30)  — 1957. 

Field  trials,  period  for  holding  field  trials  with- 
out permit  extended  to  begin  August  1 (in- 
stead of  August  20)  and  close  at  end  of  dog 
training  season  (March  31)  — 1956. 

Firearms  and  ammunition  or  bows  and  arrows  — 
Commission  may  prescribe  type  to  be  used  in 
any  area  of  the  state  in  the  interest  of  public 
safety  and  wildlife  management  — 1963. 
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Firearms  — Uniform  Firearms  Act  amended  by 
increasing  from  15  cents  to  50  cents  fee 
payable  to  county  treasurers  for  registration 
of  firearms,  primarily  revolvers,  which  hunt- 
ing and  fishing  licensees  desire  to  carry,  for 
hunting,  fishing  or  training  dogs  — 1953. 

I Firearms  (rifles  or  shotguns),  loaded  — unlaw- 
ful to  possess  in  vehicles  — 1937. 

I Firearms  (rifles  or  shotguns),  unloaded  — un- 
lawful to  possess  in  vehicles,  at  night  at  cer- 
tain times  — 1947.  Repealed  1951. 

Firearms  (or  bows  and  arrows)  — unlawful  to 
‘ use  while  intoxicated  or  under  the  influence 
of  drugs  — 1937. 

Fixed  charges  — All  fixed  charges  on  State  For- 
est and  State  Game  Lands  required  to  be 
paid  annually  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
September  — 1957. 

Fixed  charges  on  State  Game  Lands,  in  heu  of 
taxes  — 

established  at  5 cents  per  acre  — 1929. 
increased  to  7(4  cents  per  acre  — 1949. 
increased  to  10  cents  per  acre  — 1956. 
increased  to  20  cents  per  acre  — 1963. 

Fox,  hunting  by  clubs,  using  a pack  of  20  or 
I more  hounds  — authorized  from  August  1 
(instead  of  August  20)  to  close  of  dog  train- 
ing season  (March  31)  — 1956. 

'Fox  hunting  — Gounty  residents  may  petition 
Gommission  to  permit  fox  hunting  any  time 
throughout  the  year,  except  for  60-day  period 
Gommission  may  designate,  with  the  agreed 
! control  to  continue  from  year  to  year,  to  be 
! changed  only  by  another  legal  petition  from 
1 the  county  concerned  — 1963. 

[Foxes  — may  be  taken  with  aid  of  artificial 
light  such  as  is  ordinarily  carried  in  the  hand 


I or  on  the  person  — 1963. 
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Fur  dealer’s  license  created  — 1923.  Fee  for 
non-resident  fur  dealer’s  license  increased 
from  $50  to  $100  — 1947. 


Game  birds — night  hunting  prohibited — 1907. 
Game  Commission  — 

designation  given  former  Board  of  Game 
Commissioners  — 1937. 
first  given  discretionary  powers  to  fix  seasons 
and  bag  limits  — 1925. 
given  additional  power  to  revoke  hunting  li- 
censes — 1937. 

given  full  authority  to  establish  seasons  and 
bag  limits  — 1937. 

given  power  to  change  daily  hunting  hours, 
etc.  — wartime  emergency  — 1942. 
given  power  to  declare  antlerless  deer  seasons 

— 1923. 

given  power  to  establish  daily  hunting  hours 

— 1967. 

required  to  meet  in  June  or  July,  in  addition 
to  January  — 1959. 

required  to  pay  cost  of  search  warrant  when 
no  evidence  is  found  — 1949. 
title  of  chief  administrator  changed  from  ex- 
ecutive secretary  to  executive  director  — 
1937. 

Game  Commission  reorganized  — 

January  1,  1939. 

December  1,  1946. 

June  1,  1949. 

October  10,  1955.  Deputy  executive  director 
appointed  — two  major  bureaus  abolished 

— 1955. 

Game  Commissioners  — 

appointment  of  first  six  to  begin  seiwice  No- 
vember 17,  1896. 

appointment  of,  from  eight  specified  geo- 
graphical districts  — 1939. 
number  increased  from  six  to  eight  — 1927. 
terms  of,  increased  from  six  to  eight  years  — 
1937. 
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Game  Farms  — 

Eastern  Game  Farm  — originally  called  the 
Fisher  Game  Farm — located  near  Schwenks- 
ville,  Montgomery  County — 328.2  acre.s — 
dedicated  September  21,  1929  — ringneck 
pheasant  propagation  originally,  quail  prop- 
agation started  later. 

Jordan  State  Game  Farm  — located  near 
Harlansburg,  Lawrence  County  — 324.9 
acre.s — dedicated  August  24,  1929 — prop- 
agation of  ringneck  pheasants — abandoned 
in  1946 — operations  transferred  to  Western 
Game  Farm. 

Juniata  Wild  Turkey  Farm  — near  Honey 
Grove,  Juniata  County  (now  State  Game 
Lands  No.  215) — acquired  1929,  opera- 
tions started  1930,  abandoned  1945  — op- 
erations transferred  to  State  Wild  Turkey 
Farm,  Lycoming  County,  1945. 

Loyalsock  Game  Farm  — located  near  Mon- 
toursville,  Lycoming  County  — 398.7  acres 
— dedicated  August  1,  1934  — propaga- 
tion of  ringneck  pheasants. 

Southwest  Game  Farm  — located  at  Distant, 
Armstrong  County  (State  Game  Lands  No. 
137) — 190  acres  — started  operations  as 
Southwest  Pheasant  Hatchery  in  1953  — 
renamed  1957  — propagation  of  ringneck 
pheasants. 

State  Wild  Turkey  Farm  — located  at  Bar- 
bours, Lycoming  County  (State  Game 
Lands  No.  134) — 1,611.8  acre.s — operations 
started  in  1945. 

State  Wild  Waterfowl  Farm  — located  at 
Geneva,  Crawford  County  (State  Game 
Lands  No.  213)  — 63  acres — operations 
started  in  1951  — named  in  1956. 

Western  Game  Farm  — located  near  Cam- 
bridge Springs,  Crawford  County  — 656.3 
acres  — operations  started  in  1946  — prop- 
agation of  ringneck  pheasants. 

Game  Fund  — available  to  Game  Commission 
as  soon  as  monies  are  paid  into  state  treasury 
— 1917. 

Game  Fund  — The  Commission  may  authorize 
the  drawing  of  a requisition  upon  the  Game 
Fund  within  six  years  instead  of  12  months 
for  the  refund  of  fees,  fines  or  other  monies 
erroneously  or  unjustly  collected  — 1956. 

Game  kill  report  (general) — annual  compulsory 
requirement  eliminated  — 1945.  Big  game 
(bear,  deer)  kill  report  required  since  1945. 

Game  Lands,  C.W.A.,  C.C.C.  and  W.P.A.,  spent 
$4  million  on  expansion  — 1933-34. 

Game  Lands,  first  purchase  — 1920. 

Game  Lands,  millionth  acre  purchased  — 1965. 
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Game  Law  — first  one  enacted  for  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  — 1721. 

Game  Laws  codified  and  known  as  “The  Game 
Law  of  Pennsylvania”  — 1923;  recodified  — 
1937. 

Game  News  — first  printed  — April,  1932;  first 
published  in  mimeographed  form  — April, 
1930;  forerunner  was  Monthly  Service  Bulle- 
tin — first  published  July,  1929. 

Game  — possession  of  lawfully  harvested,  ex- 
cepting migratory  game  — permitted  up  to 
and  including  July  1 of  the  following  year, 
without  a permit  — 1951. 

Game  (lawfully  harvested)  — subject  of  larceny 
— 1929. 


Game  propagation  areas  authorized  by  law  — 
1937. 


Game  protector  — first  written  examinations  for 
position  of  — 1924. 

Game  protector  — first  school  in  world  estab- 
lished in  Pennsylvania  for  training  of  — 1936. 

Game  protectors  killed  and  injured  enforcing 
law  — 7 in  1906. 

Game  refuge  law,  first  — 1905. 

Game  refuge  law  — auxiliary  — 1917. 

Game  trapping  and  transfer  program  started 
on  statewide  basis  — 1937-38. 

Game  unfit  for  human  consumption  — a second 
wild  turkey,  deer  or  bear  may  be  killed  under 
sucb  conditions,  when  presented  to  a district 
game  protector  and  given  written  authoriza- 
tion by  him  — 1961. 

Game  — unlawful  to  shoot  from  a motor  vehicle 
— 1917.  (See  later  exceptions  — disabled  — 
permit  to  hunt  from  a vehicle.) 

Gift  of  land  — 80.5  acres  of  land  in  Gold  Spring 
Township,  Lebanon  County,  an  interior  hold- 
ing on  State  Game  Lands  No.  211  (formerly 
known  as  Camp  Shand)  authorized  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Game  Commission  by  De- 
partment of  Property  and  Supplies,  with  con- 
sent of  Department  of  Military  Affairs  and 
the  governor  — 1956. 

Gobbler  hunting  season  — first  spring  — 1968. 
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Goose  Management  Area  started  at  Pymatuning 
adjacent  to  propagation  area  on  more  than 
7,000  acres  of  land  owned  by  Department  of 
Forests  and  Waters  and  Game  Commission  — 
1960. 

Governor,  first,  of  Pennsylvania  — 1790-1799 
— Thomas  Mifflin. 

Great  Law  of  Pennsylvania  enacted  — 1682. 

Groundhogs  (woodchucks)  first  classed  as  game 
and  given  protection  — 1937. 

Groundhogs  (woodchucks)  may  be  hunted  from 
June  1 through  September  30  from  6 a.m.  to 
7:30  p.m.  EST  — 1963. 

Guns,  automatic,  prohibited  in  hunting  game  — 
1907.  Pennsylvania  was  the  first  state  to  bar 
these  guns. 

Guns  discharging  a 22  or  2.5  caliber  bullet  from 
rimfire  cartridge  prohibited  in  killing  big 
game  — 1939. 

Guns,  loaded,  possession  forbidden  in  motor 
vehicles  — 1937. 

Guns — shotguns,  semi-automatic  (autoloading), 
legalized  for  hunting  small  game,  predators 
and  unprotected  birds  — 1951. 

Guns,  uncased  and  unwrapped,  and  loose  am- 
munition, permitted  in  vehicles  at  any  time, 
provided  guns  are  unloaded — 1951. 

Guns  — unlawful  to  use  more  than  three  shot- 
gun shells  with  fine  shot  at  a time  in  a maga- 
zine shotgun  or  pump  gun  — 1937. 


Hatchery,  Southwest  Pheasant,  started  on  State 
Game  Lands  137,  Armstrong  County  — 1953. 
Renamed  Southwest  Game  Farm — 1957. 
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Hawks  — there  are  twelve  species  of,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Hawks  given  protection  — All  hawks  given  pro- 
tection during  months  of  September  and 
October  in  the  following  area  of  northeastern 
Pennsylvania:  beginning  at  Easton,  southwest 
along  Route  22  to  Harrisburg,  north  along 
the  Susquehanna  River  to  Muncy,  northeast 
along  Routes  405,  118  and  29  to  the  New 
York  state  line,  and  east  and  south  along  the 
state  line  to  Easton  — 1957. 

Hawks  given  additional  protection  — All  hawks 
given  complete  protection  in  northeastern 
Pennsylvania  area  described  above  — 1969. 

Herons  put  on  list  of  protected  birds  — 1923. 

Highway,  public  — unlawful  to  shoot  any  wild 
bird  or  wild  animal  while  it  is  on,  or  to  shoot 
across  unless  line  of  fire  is  high  enough  above 
elevation  of  highway  to  preclude  any  danger 
to  the  users  thereof — 1959. 

Highways  — record  number  of  deer  killed  on  in 
single  year  in  single  county — 1,172  in  Mon- 
roe County  — 1968. 

Highways  — record  number  of  deer  killed  on  in 
single  year  in  state  — 22,610  picked  up  by 
Game  Commission  employes  — 1967. 

Howard  Nursery  — 89.8  acres,  leased  from  Soil 
Conservation  Service  — 1954.  Deeded  to 
Game  Commission  — 1956. 

Hungarian  partridges  first  stocked  — 1925  — 
purchased  from  Czechoslovakia. 

Hunting  game  birds  at  night  prohibited  — 1907. 

Hunting  hours,  during  any  open  season  in  Oc- 
tober for  hunting  any  game  exclusively  with 
bows  and  arrows  — extended  to  6 a.m.  to 
5:30  p.m.  EST,  from  7 a.m.  to  5 p.m. — 1955. 
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Hunting  hours  — established  by  Game  Commis- 
sion instead  of  Legislature  — 1967. 

Hunting  permitted  on  all  lands  under  William 
Penn’s  Charter  — 1683. 

Hunting,  Sunday,  prohibited  — 1878. 


Independence  — Province  of  Pennsylvania  de- 
clared from  England — 1776. 

Into.xicated  or  under  influence  of  drugs  — un- 
’ awful  to  use  firearms  or  bows  and  arrows  — 
. J37. 


Jacklighting  — early  settlers  used  pitch  pine 
knot  torches  for. 


Kalbfus,  Dr.  Joseph,  of  Harrisburg,  second  sec- 
retary of  Commission  — 1898-1919. 

Kalbfus,  Dr.  Joseph,  killed  in  an  automobile 
accident  — August  10,  1919. 

Kelly,  E.  W.  “W'oody”  — field  superintendent 
of  game  refuges,  killed  in  an  automobile  ac- 
cident in  Warren  County  with  Dr.  Kalbfus 
when  train  struck  car  at  crossing  — August 
10,  1919. 


Land  exchange — Pennsylvania  Power  and  Light 
Company  exchanged  5,469  acres  to  become 
part  of  State  Game  Lands  No.  211,  Dauphin 
County,  for  1,702  acres  of  Game  Lands  211 
for  future  site  for  pumped  storage  generating 
facility  — 1969. 

Landowner  not  liable  for  damages  for  injury 
suffered  by  hunter  — 1961. 

Lands  and  waters,  acquisition  of,  by  U.  S.  — 
acquisition  of  lands  and  waters  anywhere  in 
the  commonwealth,  except  in  Delaware 
County,  provided  for  — 1957. 


Larceny  — game  lawfully  killed  — made  sub- 
ject of  — 1929. 

License  fee: 

Antlerless  deer,  created  at  fee  of  $5  — 1923. 
Antlerless  deer,  decreased  to  $2  — 1925. 
Antlerless  deer,  decreased  to  $1  — 1943. 
Antlerless  deer,  increased  to  $1.10 — 1951. 
Antlerless  deer,  increased  to  $1.15  — 1952. 
Archery  preserve  permit,  ereated  at  fee  of 
$2  — 1939  (discontinued  1961). 

Archery,  created  at  fee  of  $2  — 1951. 

Archery,  increased  to  $2.15  • — 1957. 

Archery,  increased  to  $2.20  — 1968. 

Junior  resident  hunter’s,  created  at  fee  of 
$3.20  — 1963. 

Non-resident  hunter’s,  created  at  fee  of  $10 

— 1901. 

Non-resident  hunter’s,  increased  to  $15  — 
1923. 

Non-resident  hunter’s,  increased  to  $20  — 
1949. 

Non-resident  hunter’s,  inereased  to  $25.35  — 
1963. 

Non-resident  trapper’s,  created  at  fee  at  $25 

— 1949. 

Resident  hunter’s,  created  at  fee  of  $1  — 
1913. 

Resident  hunter’s,  increased  to  $1.25  — 1923. 
Resident  hunter’s,  increased  to  $2  — 1927. 
Resident  hunter’s,  increased  to  $3.15  — 1949. 
Resident  hunter’s,  increased  to  $5.20  — 1963. 
Resident  hunter’s  — 75  cents  from  each  ear- 
marked for  land  purchase  and  land  man- 
agement — 1927. 

Resident  hunter’s — 75-cent  provision  repealed 
and  $1.25  earmarked  for  food  and  cover, 
purchase  of  game,  etc.  — 1949. 

License  Fund,  Hunters’  — money  made  avail- 
able to  Game  Commission  for  first  two-year 
accumulation  — 1915. 

License,  hunting,  alien  — created  at  fee  of 
$25.35  — 1967. 

License,  hunting  — minimum  age  to  qualify  for, 
established  at  12  years  — 1937. 
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License,  hunting  — penalty  for  failure  to  dis- 
play, reduced  to  $5,  providing  it  is  shown 
that  hunter  purchased  a license — 1961. 

License,  resident  hunters’  law  first  enacted  — 
fee  $1.00  — 1913. 

License  revocation  period,  maximum  for  first  of- 
fense, except  for  certain  specified  violations, 
increased  from  2 to  3 years  — 1953. 

License  revocations  first  authorized  by  Game 
Commission  — 1923. 

Revocations  mandatory  for  killing  a deer  or 
a bear  illegally  at  any  time  other  than 
during  respective  open  seasons  - — 1953. 
Revocation  period  for  deer  3 years,  for 
bear  5 years. 

Revocations,  petitions  for  review,  shall  be 
heard  by  court  of  common  pleas  of  county 
of  legal  residence  of  resident  licensee,  and 
Dauphin  County  in  case  of  non-resident  — 
1953. 

Revocations  — responsibility  for  placed  in 
Department  of  Revenue  — 1929. 
Revocations  — responsibility  for  returned  to 
Game  Commission  — 1937. 


License  tags  — 

hunting,  made  of  Fabrikoid  — 1913-1923. 
hunting,  made  of  aluminum  — 1924. 
hunting,  made  of  tin  plate — 1925-1941. 
hunting,  made  of  vulcanized  fibre  — 1942- 

1960. 

hunting,  made  of  waterproof  tagboard — since 

1961. 

License  year,  present,  established  — 1931  — 
September  1 - August  31  (formerly  May  1 - 
April  30). 

Licenses,  hunters’,  responsibility  for  issuance 
placed  in  Department  of  Revenue  — 1929. 
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Licenses,  hunters’,  sold  by  county  treasurers 
only — 1913-1928.  Sold  by  county  treasurers 
and  local  issuing  agents  — 1929  - present. 

Licenses,  non-resident,  complimentary  — 

First  established  for  certain  officials  in  other 
states,  with  the  ma.ximum  number  to  be 
issued  not  to  exceed  2.5  annually  — 1937. 
Maximum  number  to  be  issued  annually  not 
to  exceed  100  — 1953. 

Licenses,  resident  hunting,  free  — 

Authorized  for  members  of  armed  forces  — 
1945-1951. 

Authorized  for  those  on  full-time  active  duty 
with  armed  forces  during  Vietnam  war  — 
since  1968. 


jvi: 

Magistrate,  available- — ^a  magistrate,  alderman 
or  justice  of  the  peace  is  not  available  if  not 
in  regular  office  between  9 a.m.  and  5 p.m. 
or  at  other  specified,  posted  hours  — 1959. 

Mastodon  remains  found  in  Port  Kennedy  cave 
near  Valley  Forge  and  in  Huntingdon  County 
near  Saltillo  — 1870. 

Menagerie  permit,  roadside,  no  longer  necessary 
for  menagerie  exhibit  at  county  fairs  or  when 
sponsored  by  sportsmen’s  clubs  — 1949. 

Millionth  acre  of  State  Game  Lands  purchased 
in  Complanter  Township,  Venango  County, 
April  12,  1965  — first  achievement  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States.  Formal  dedication 
June  19,  1965. 

Mink,  domestic,  jurisdiction  and  control  over 
possession,  propagation  and  distribution  of, 
transferred  from  Game  Commission  to  De- 
partment of  Agriculture — 1959. 

Mourning  doves  placed  on  open  shooting  list  — 
1945. 


Night  hunting  prohibited  — 

for  all  game  animals,  excepting  raccoons  — 
1917. 

for  all  protected  game  birds  — 1907. 
for  ruffed  grouse  — 1897. 

Non-resident  hunter’s  license  fee  — 
first  established  — $10  — 1901. 
increased  to  $15  — 1923. 
increased  to  $20  — 1949. 
increased  to  $25.35  — 1963. 

Non-resident  trapper’s  license  — established  at 
fee  of  $25  — 1949. 

Non-resident  hunters’  licenses,  complimentary, 
first  authorized  — 1937. 
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Owls  — there  are  seven  species  in  Pennsylvania 
(not  including  the  snowy  or  great  gray). 


Part  or  parts  of  birds  or  animals  — Penalty  sec- 
tion of  the  Game  Law  amended  to  make 
penalties  applicable  to  “the  whole  or  any 
substantial  part  or  parts”  of  birds  or  animals 
— 1956. 

Passenger  pigeons  — 

Act  prohibiting  killing  or  disturbing  on  roosts 
or  nesting  grounds  — 1875. 

Non-resident  required  to  pay  $50  for  license 
to  trap  or  net  these  birds  — 1875. 

Penalty  for  failure  to  stop  vehicle  upon  signal 
from  officer  in  full  uniform  increased  from 
$10  to  $25  — 1953. 


Penalty  provided  for  .shooting  person  in  mistake 
for  wild  game  — 1921. 

Penalty  — restoration  of  hunting  license  privi- 
leges — After  having  the  privilege  to  hunt 
denied  for  at  least  one  year,  Game  Commis- 
sion, upon  good  cause  shown,  given  authority 
to  restore  hunting  privileges  in  case  of  deer 
violation  — 1959;  in  case  of  bear  violation  — 
1967. 

Penalty,  second  offense,  involving  illegal  deer 
in  close  season,  increased  to  $200  plus  man- 
datory loss  of  hunting  license  privileges  for 
three  years  — 1959. 

Penn  landed  in  Pennsylvania  at  Chester  — 
October  29,  1682. 

Pennsylvania  Board  of  Game  Commissioners 
created  — 1895. 

Pennsylvania  Constitution  adopted  — 1776;  re- 
vised 1790,  1838,  1873. 

Pennsylvania,  first  permanent  settlements  estab- 
lished by  Swedes  — 1634. 

Pennsylvania  Game  Commission — changed  from 
Board  of  Game  Commissioners  — 1937. 
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Pennsylvania  governed  by  a Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  — 1776-1790. 

Pennsylvania  — sells  one  tenth  of  the  hunting 
licenses  in  the  United  States. 

Pennsylvania  State  Sportsmen’s  Association 
formed  at  Corry  — 1890. 

Pennsylvania’s  first  elected  governor  — Thomas 
Mifflin  — 1790-1799. 

Pens  and  pitfalls  prohibited  in  taking  bears  — 
1915. 

Permit  eliminated  to  retain  in  possession  live 
raccoons  taken  legally — 1951. 

Permit  to  hunt  from  motor  vehicle  authorized  — 
For  disabled  veterans  suffering  from  para- 
plegia or  hemiplegia,  or  who  have  suffered 
amputation  of  both  feet  or  one  hand  and 
one  foot  — free  permit — 1951.  Repealed 
1965. 

For  disabled  persons  (paraplegics,  hemiple- 
gics,  etc.)  — permit  issued  at  cost  of  $1.00 
— 1965. 

For  disabled  persons  permanently  confined  to 
a wheelchair  or  who  must  use  crutches  or 
other  similar  means  of  support  to  pursue 
daily  activities  — permit  issued  at  cost  of 
$1.00—  1967. 

Permits,  special,  expire  on  June  30  of  each 
year  to  coincide  with  state’s  fiscal  year  — 
1961. 

Permits,  special  dog  training  areas,  for  one 
county  increased  from  4 to  6 — 1949.  In- 
creased from  6 to  8 — 1959. 

Permits  to  possess  flesh  of  game  legally  killed 
for  six  months  beyond  60-day  legal  posses- 
sion period  — 1947.  Repealed  1951. 

Pesticides  — Game  Commission  disapproved  use 
of  “hard  pesticides”  — 1968. 
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Pheasant  chicks,  clay-old  — program  inaugu- 
rated giving  tliem  to  sportsmen’s  clubs  — 

1933. 

Pheasants  — first  stocked  in  large  numbers  — 

1934. 

Ringuecks  first  stocked  in  1915  (2,096  re- 
lea.sed). 

Pheasants,  hen,  protected  — 1923. 

Philadelphia  was  capital  of  the  United  States  — 
1790-1800. 

Poison,  exposure  of  — Penal  Code  of  1939 
amended  to  authorize  exposure  of  poison  to 
meadow  mice  and  pine  mice  threatening 
nursery  or  orchard  crops  — 19.57. 

Population  of  Pennsylvania  in  1960—11,319,366. 

Possession  of  lawfully  killed  game,  excepting 
migratory  game,  permitted  up  to  and  includ- 
ing July  1 of  following  year,  without  a per- 
mit— 1951. 

Prisoner  in  a county  jail,  as  a result  of  a Game 
Law  violation  — Game  Commission  required 
to  pay  the  county  $1.00  per  day  maintenance 
— 1949. 

Project  70  — Provided  Game  Commis.sion  with 
$5  million  from  state  bond  issue  to  acquire 
land,  primarily  to  serve  metropolitan  area 
populations,  at  price  above  legal  $100  per 
acre  ceiling.  About  17,000  acres  acquired 
1965-1970. 

Project  500  — $125  million  from  state  bond 
issue  made  available  to  Game  Commission, 
Fish  Commission,  Department  of  Forests  and 
Waters  and  Historical  and  Museum  Commis- 
sion for  development  of  recreation,  historical, 
conservation  and  reclamation  projects  — 
1967-1977. 
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Propagation  of  ringneck  pheasants  first  at- 
tempted by  Game  Commission  by  supplying 
eggs  to  refuge  keepers  for  hatching  and 
rearing  — 1928. 

Prosecution  for  violation  of  the  Game  Law  to 
be  commenced  before  the  minor  judiciary 
within  the  county  wherein  the  violation  oc- 
curred, in  accord  with  legislative  reform  of 
the  minor  judiciary  system  — 1968. 

Province  of  Pennsylvania  declared  its  inde- 
pendence from  England  — 1776. 

Pump  guns,  unlawful  to  use  more  than  three 
shells  at  one  time  in  a pump  gun  or  maga- 
zine shotgun  while  hunting  small  game  — 
1937. 

Purchase  price  per  acre,  maximum  that  may  be 
paid  for  State  Game  Lands  — 
established  at  $10 — 1931. 
increased  to  $30  — 1937. 
increa.sed  to  $100  — 19.56. 

Pymatuning  Goose  Management  Area  — con- 
trolled hunting  began  — 1962. 

Pymatuning  Waterfowl  Area  — changed  from 
Goose  Management  Area  — 1966. 


Quail  propagation  first  started  at  Eastern  Game 
Farm  — 1931. 


Rabbit  — San  Juan  — unlawful  for  any  person 
in  the  state  to  import  into  the  Common- 
wealth a San  Juan  rabbit  unless  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  after  conferring  with  the 
Game  Commission,  decides  that  this  rabbit 
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is  not  destructive  to  farms,  etc.,  and  is  not  a 
nuisance  — 1955. 


Rabies  — Commission  sliall,  upon  notice  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  that  any 
county  is  infested  with  rabies,  remove  all 
protection  from  raccoons  or  declare  an  open 
season  on  them,  or  direct  the  killing  and 
disposition  of  same  in  such  manner  as  the 
case  may  require  — 1952. 

Rabies  eradication  campaign,  conducted  by 
Game  Commission  with  cooperation  of  Agri- 
culture and  Health  Departments,  in  following 
number  of  counties  or  parts  of  counties: 
southeast  Pennsylvania,  9;  northeast  Pennsyl- 
vania, 11;  western  Pennsylvania,  2 — Febru- 
ary 27  - May  1,  1952. 

Raccoon  — declared  a game  animal  — 1933. 

Raccoon  dog  trials  — may  be  held  from  sunset 
to  sunrise — 1961. 

Raccoons  — Commission  required  to  remove 
protection  from  raccoons  in  any  county  in- 
fested with  rabies,  upon  certification  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  — 1952. 

Raccoons,  live,  taken  legally  — permit  to  retain 
in  possession  eliminated — 1951. 

Radio  communications  system  — statewide  — of 
the  Game  Commission  and  the  State  Council 
of  Defense  — inaugurated  in  1960. 

Raven  — put  on  protected  list  — 1923. 

Records  program  — trophy  deer  — established 
by  Game  Commission  — 1965.  Bear  skulls 
were  added  to  the  measuring  program  — 
1969. 

Refunds  — Game  Commission  authorized  to  re- 
fund fees,  fines  or  other  monies  not  only 
erroneously  but  also  unjustly  collected  — 
1955. 
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Regulated  shooting  grounds  — 

Alternate  boundary  marking  method  provided 
— 1947. 

Bohwhite  quail  added  to  the  list  of  game 
birds  that  may  be  killed  — 1949. 
Establishment  first  authorized  by  law  — 
1937. 

Season  — 

extended  on  all  to  include  last  day  of 
February,  instead  of  December  31  — 
1951. 

extended  on  all  to  include  last  day  of 
March,  instead  of  February — 1959. 
to  be  fixed  by  Game  Commission  without 
regard  to  general  statewide  seasons  — 

1963. 

to  open  September  15  — beginning  in 

1964. 

to  open  September  1 — by  resolution  of 
the  Commission  — beginning  in  1969. 
Special  three-day  licenses  authorized  for 
regulated  shooting  grounds  hunting  — at  a 
cost  of  $3.15  — for  — 

non-residents  of  Pennsylvania  who  are  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  16  years  of 
age  and  older  — 1953. 
above  group  plus  alien  non-residents  who 
are  also  non-residents  of  the  United 
States  16  years  of  age  and  older — 1961. 
non-residents  of  Pennsylvania  who  are  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  and  alien  non- 
residents who  are  also  non-residents  of 
the  United  States  12  years  of  age  and 
older  — 1965. 

non-residents  of  Pennsylvania  or  unnatural- 
lized  persons  of  foreign  birth  who  pre- 
sent proof  of  legal  entry  into  the  United 
States,  12  years  of  age  and  older  — 
1967. 

Report  required  to  Game  Commission  of  all  big 
game  animals  killed  — 1945. 

Resident  hunter’s  license  first  established  — at 
fee  of  $1.00  — 1913. 
fee  increased  to  $1.25  — 1923. 
fee  increased  to  $2.00  - — 1927. 
fee  increased  to  $3.15  — 1949. 
fee  increased  to  $5.20  — 1963. 

Resident  junior  hunter’s  license  first  established 
— at  fee  of  $3.20  — for  hunters  12  through 
16  years  of  age  — 1963. 

Restoration  of  hunting  license  privileges — Game 
Commission  given  authority,  upon  good  cause 
shown,  to  restore  hunting  license  privileges 
to  offenders  involved  in  deer  violations  after 
revocation  period  of  at  least  one  year  — 
1959. 
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Restoration  of  hunting  license  privileges — Game 
Commission  given  authority,  upon  good  cause 
shown,  to  restore  hunting  license  privileges 
to  offenders  involved  in  bear  violations  after 
revocation  period  of  at  least  one  year  — 
1967. 

Retirement  system  for  Game  Commission  em- 
ployes integrated  with  Social  Security  system 
— 1956. 

Retriever  trials  — period  for,  lengthened  to  ex- 
tend from  October  1 to  March  31,  instead  of 
from  October  15  to  December  31  — 1951. 

Retriever  trials  — persons  holding  may  use 
trussed  birds  for  trial  retrieves;  may  hold 
trials  any  time  of  year;  must  have  proper 
permit  from  Commission  for  each  trial  where 
game  birds  or  animals  are  shot  and  killed  and 
for  all  other  trials  held  during  normal  closed 
training  period,  April  1 to  July  31  — 1963. 

Revocation  of  hunters’  licenses  — 

First  authorized  by  Game  Commission  — 
1923. 

Responsibility  placed  on  Department  of  Reve- 
nue upon  recommendation  of  Game  Com- 
mission — 1929. 

Responsibility  returned  to  Game  Commission 
— 1937. 

Revocation  — Mandatory  license  revocation  in 
addition  to  cash  penalties  as  prescribed,  for 
unlawfully  killing  a deer,  3 years,  or  a bear, 
5 years,  at  any  time  other  than  during  any 
regular  deer  or  bear  season  — 1953. 

Revocation  period,  hunting  license  — maximum 
for  first  oflFense,  except  for  certain  specified 
violations,  increased  from  2 to  3 years  — 
1953. 

Revocation  — Petitions  for  review  of  license 
revocations  shall  be  heard  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county  of  the  legal 
residence  of  the  licensee  in  the  case  of  a 
resident,  and  by  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  Dauphin  County  in  the  case  of  a non- 
resident — 1953. 


Rifle,  Pennsylvania,  developed  — 1730. 

Rights  to  erect  and  operate  towers,  etc.,  f 
television  — Game  Commission  may  graij 
permits  — 1953. 

Ringneck  pheasants,  first  stocked  in  large  nur 
hers  by  Game  Commission  — 1934. 

“Road  hunting”  practice,  from  a vehicle,  ui 
lawful  — 1968. 

Roadside  Menagerie  Law  first  enacted  and  pe 
mits  first  is.sued — 1936  (first  law  of  its  kin 
in  the  United  States). 

Rubbish  or  debris  — unlawful  for  any  perso 
hunting  on  open  lands  to  leave  rubbish  ( 
debris  except  in  proper  receptacles,  to  dig  i 
or  drive  motor  vehicle  on  cleared  field  excej 
with  permission,  or  to  leave  vehicle  blockin 
ingress  or  egress  to  person’s  property,  cattk 
ways  or  fields  — 1963. 

Ruffed  grouse  made  “State  Game  Bird” — 193’ 
night  hunting  of,  first  banned  — 1897. 
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Safety  course,  hunter — Mandatory  for  all  youth: 
under  16  years  of  age  to  complete  befon 
being  eligible  to  purchase  hunting  license 
unless  they  held  licenses  from  Pennsylvanii 
or  another  state  from  a prior  year  — 1969. 

Safety  program,  firearms  and  hunter  safety  edu 
cation  — inaugurated  on  voluntary  basis  b) 
Commission  — 1958. 

Safety  program,  hunter,  of  Game  Commissioi 
voted  best  in  nation  by  International  Associa- 
tion of  Game,  Fish  and  Conservation  Com- 
missioners — 1966. 

Safety  zone  established  around  occupied  build- 
ings — 1937. 

provisions  broadened  to  forbid  hunting  for, 
chasing,  or  disturbing  wild  birds  or  animals 
therein  — 1947. 

Safety  Zone  Program  created,  whereby  Game 
Commission  provides  safety  zone  signs  and 
free  subscriptions  to  Game  News  to  land- 
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owners  of  at  least  50  acres  who  permit  public 
hunting  on  their  properties  — 1958. 

“Scalp  Act”  passed  to  include  weasels,  hawks 
and  all  but  3 species  of  owls  — 1885.  Re- 
pealed 1887. 

Salt  licks  for  killing  deer  first  forbidden  — 1897. 

School  of  Conservation  — Ross  LeflBer  School  of 
Conservation  or  Game  Commission  Training 
School  for  student  officers  — permanently 
established  (first  of  its  kind  in  the  nation)  — 
1936. 

School  of  Conservation  classes  — 

First  class  enrolled  July  2,  1936  - February 
28,  1937,  with  27  men  graduating. 

Second  class  enrolled  June  20,  1937  - Febru- 
ary 28,  1938,  with  25  Pennsylvania  men 
and  2 men  from  North  Carolina  Conserva- 
tion Commission  graduating. 

Third  class  enrolled  June  7,  1941  - February 
28,  1942,  with  24  men  graduating. 

Fourth  class  enrolled  June  1,  1946  - May  31, 
1947,  with  28  men  graduating. 

Fifth  class  enrolled  June  1,  1948  - May  27, 
1949,  with  25  Pennsylvania  men  and  1 
man  from  Washington  Game  Commission 
graduating. 

Sixth  class  enrolled  May  1,  1950  - April  28, 
1951,  with  20  men  graduating. 

Seventh  class  enrolled  May  25,  1952  - March 
28,  1953,  with  12  men  graduating. 

Eighth  class  enrolled  June  30,  1956  - March 
15,  1957,  with  18  men  graduating.  Six 
research  biologists  also  completed  the 
course. 

Ninth  class  enrolled  July  1,  1958  - March  21, 

1959,  with  21  men  graduating.  Three  re- 
search biologists  also  completed  the  course. 

Tenth  class  enrolled  June  16,  1959  - April  9, 

1960,  with  25  men  graduating.  Three  re- 
search biologists  also  completed  the  course. 

Eleventh  class  enrolled  March  26,  1962  - 
February  9,  1963,  with  18  men  graduat- 
ing. Four  research  biologists  also  com- 
pleted the  course. 

Twelfth  class  enrolled  March  29,  1965  - 
February  19,  1966,  with  23  men  grad- 
uating. Four  research  biologists  also 
completed  the  course. 

Thirteenth  class  enrolled  March  25,  1968  - 
February  15,  1969,  with  25  men  graduat- 
ing. 

School,  Training,  established  for  in-service 
training  of  employes  — 1932. 

Search  warrants  — Game  Commission  required 
to  pay  costs  when  no  evidence  is  found  dur- 
ing search  — 1949. 
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Seasons  and  bag  limits  — 

Game  Commission  first  given  discretionary 
power  to  establish  — 1925. 

Game  Commission  given  broader  power  in 
tlie  establishment  of  — 1937. 

Secretary,  of  Commission  — 

first  — Dr.  B.  H.  Warren,  West  Chester  — 
1896-1898. 

second  — Dr.  Joseph  Kalbfus,  Harrisburg  — 
1898-1919. 

third  — Seth  Gordon,  Pa.xtang — 1919-1926. 
fourth  — J.  B.  Truman,  Harrisburg — 1926- 
1928. 

fifth  — J.  J.  Slautterback,  Paxtang  — 1928- 
1931. 

sixth  — Ross  L.  Leffler,  McKeesport — 1931. 
seventh  — Charles  G.  Stone,  Greenville  — 
1931-19,32. 

eighth  — E.  E.  Harwood,  Hazleton  — 1932- 
1935. 

ninth  — William  C.  Shaffer,  Pittsburgh  — 
1935. 

tenth  — Seth  Gordon,  Harrisburg  — 1936- 
1948. 

eleventh  — Thomas  D.  Frye,  Camp  Hill  — 
1948-1953. 

twelfth  — Dr.  Logan  J.  Bennett  — 1953  - 
1957. 

thirteenth  — M.  J.  Golden,  Harrisburg  — 
1957-1965. 

fourteenth  — Glenn  L.  Bowers,  Dillsburg  — 
since  1965. 

Secretary,  of  Commission  — 

title  changed  to  Executive  Secretary  — 1920. 
title  changed  to  Executive  Director  — 1936. 

Shooting  of  a person  in  mistake  for  game, 
penalty  provided  — 1921. 

Shotguns,  auto-loading  and  magazine  — Unless 
limited  to  3-shell  capacity  in  magazine  and 
chamber  combined,  must  be  plugged  so  that 
the  plug  cannot  be  removed  without  dis- 
assembling the  gun,  when  hunting  any  wild 
birds  or  wild  animals  other  than  big  game  — 
1961. 

Small  game  season,  early  (squirrel  and  grouse), 
initiated  — 1965. 

Small  game  season,  extended  (or  late  or 
winter),  initiated  — 
rabbits  — 1958. 
grouse  — 1960. 
squirrels  — 1961. 

Snaring  of  game  birds  forbidden  — 1869. 

Social  Security  system  for  Game  Commission 
employes  integrated  with  retirement  system 
— 1956. 

Song  and  insectivorous  birds  first  protected  — 
1889. 
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Southwest  Pheasant  Hatchery — started  on  State 
Game  Lands  No.  137,  Armstrong  County  — 
1953  — renamed  Southwest  Game  Farm  — 
1957. 

I Spotlighting  of  big  game  prohibited  between 
I midnight  and  sunrise  — 1968. 

[Spring  gobbler  hunting  season,  first  in  Pennsyl- 
vania — 1968. 


Squirrels,  red  and  gray,  classed  as  predators, 

bounty  at  3 pence  per  head  — 1749. 

State  Game  Lands  — 

Authorization  given  Game  Commission  to 
purchase — 1919. 

' First  purchase  made  — Elk  County  — 1920. 
I Fixed  charges  in  lieu  of  taxes  — 

■ established  at  5 cents  per  acre  — 1929. 

I increased  to  7/2  cents  per  acre  — 1949. 

j increased  to  10  cents  per  acre  — 1956. 

' increased  to  20  cents  per  acre  — 1963. 

Expansion  of,  CWA,  CCC  and  WPA  — $4 
million  — 1933-34. 

Maximum  purchase  price  that  may  be  paid  — 
established  at  $10  per  acre  — 1931. 
increased  to  $30  per  acre  — 1937. 
increased  to  $100  per  acre  — 1956. 

! Millionth  acre  purchased  in  Complanter 
I Township,  Venango  County,  April  12,  1965 
J — first  achievement  of  its  kind  in  the 
United  States.  Eormal  dedication  June  19, 
1965. 

To  Curtis  Wright  — authorized  the  Depart- 
ment of  Property  and  Supplies  to  convey 
to  the  Curtis  Wright  Corporation  for  air- 
craft experimental  and  testing  operations 
I approximately  300  acres  of  State  Game 

i Lands  No.  34,  in  Cameron,  Clearfield  and 

j Elk  Counties  by  sale,  and  about  900  addi- 
I tional  acres  by  lease  — 1955. 
iSteel  traps  forbidden  in  taking  bears — 1911. 
Sunday  game  hunting  first  prohibited — 1878. 
Supreme  Executive  Council  — Pennsylvania 
I governed  by — 1776-1790. 

I Swedes  — established  first  permanent  settle- 
I ments  within  present  limits  of  Pennsylvania 
' — 1643. 
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Tagging  of  big  game  killed,  required,  imme^ 
ately  — 1945. 

Tagging  of  turkeys  killed,  required,  immediatfH 
— 1965.  I 

Tagging  parts  of  big  game  carcasses  for  posst'p 
sion  or  transportation  eliminated  from  law 


1951. 

Tags  required  before  shipping  raw  furs  out  i! 
state  — law  repealed  — 1953. 

Television,  broadcasting,  etc.  of  — Game  Corf 
mission  may  issue  permits  granting  rights 
erect  towers,  etc.  — 1953. 

Timber  from  State  Game  Lands  — sale  fir 
authorized  — 1936.  : 

Tobyhanna  Military  Reservation  — 14,000  acn 
of  this  tract  deeded  to  the  Game  Gommissic 
by  the  U.  S.  War  Department  for  wildlii 
management  purposes  — May  5,  1949. 

Training  School,  Game  Commission,  establishe 
near  Brockway,  Jefferson  County  — 1932. 
Renamed  Ross  Leffler  School  of  Conservatio 
— 1948. 

Transportation  of  game  outside  of  state  — pe) 
mitted  by  licensed  resident  hunter  who  is 
member  of  the  armed  services  on  active  duty 
not  exceeding  three  days’  limit  — 1959. 

Trapping  of  game  birds  forbidden  — 1869. 

Traps  set  by  Commission  employes  or  agents  — 
unlawful  to  disturb  — 1947. 

Trespass  Law  amended  giving  lessee  or  occu 
pant  of  land  the  right  to  post,  as  well  a 
owner  — 1943. 

Trespassing  — Penalty  increased  for  refusal  o 
hunter  to  remove  himself  from  “posted 
property,  or  for  person  who  removes  himsel 
from  property  and  re-enters  for  purpose  o 
hunting  — fine  ranging  from  $25  to  $100 
plus  possible  revocation  of  hunting  license 
for  one  year  — 1967. 

Triple  Trophy  Award  created  by  Game  Com 
mission  for  hunter  who  harvests  antlerec 
whitetail  deer,  black  bear  and  wild  turkey  in 
single  hunting  license  year  — 1966. 

Turkey  calling  contest,  state,  inaugurated  — 
1965. 

Turkeys,  wild  — unlawful  to  use  recorded  calls 
or  sounds  or  recorded  or  electronically  am- 
plified imitation  of  calls  or  sounds  in  taking 
— 1963. 


S 


Uniformed,  field  officers  of  Commission  first  — 
1929. 
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Uniforms  — field  officers  of  the  Commission  first 
required  to  appear  in,  at  all  times  while  on 
I duty  — 1968. 


! 


f 

Venison  and  other  game  placed  on  free  lunch 
) counters  of  better  saloons  in  Pittsburgh  and 
Philadelphia  — 1850-1885. 
iVeterans,  disabled,  suffering  from  paraplegia  or 
hemiplegia,  or  double  amputees,  service- 
I incurred,  may  be  given  free  permits  from  the 
I Game  Commission  to  hunt  from  vehicles  — 
1951.  Repealed  1965. 

Veterans,  resident,  with  service-incurred  disabil- 
ity, to  be  granted  free  hunting  licenses  — 
1949. 


Warren,  Dr.  B.  H.,  of  West  Chester,  first  sec- 
retary of  Commission  — 1896-1898. 
Waterfowl  areas.  Game  Commission — acquired, 
approved  or  established  — 

Blue  Marsh  — 1965. 

Clemson  Island  — 1966. 

Hoover’s  Island  — 1958. 

Middle  Creek  — 1965. 

Pymatuning  — 1935. 

Shohola  — 1957. 

Waterfowl  refuge,  first  federal,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania (Erie  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Craw- 
ford County),  established  1958. 

Waterfowl  refuge,  first  one  in  state  established 
at  Pymatuning  Dam  — 1935. 

Wild  ducks  and  geese  — unlawful  to  kill  with 
a swivel  or  punt  gun  — 1878. 

Wild  ducks  — spring  shooting  prohibited  — 
1897. 

Wildlife  Act  — first  comprehensive  one  passed 
— 1873. 

Wildlife  refuge  projects,  special,  authorized  — 
1939. 
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Wild  Turkey  Farm,  near  Barbours,  Lycomiiii 
County,  acquired  — 1945. 

Wild  Turkey  Farm,  near  Honey  Grove,  a 
quired  1929;  operations  started  1930;  abai 
doned  1945. 

Wild  turkey  mating  or  propagating  areas  — 
— established  early  in  1936. 

Wild  turkey  — - unlawful  to  take  through  use  ( 
recorded  calls  or  sounds  or  recorded  or  elc( 
tronically  amplified  imitation  of  calls  ( 
sounds  — 1963. 

Wild  turkey  — use  of  call  forbidden  — 1909 
1937. 
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